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GROUND BROKEN — Heavy equipment (background, center) broke ground at the 
site of the proposed St. Vincent de Paul Emergency Facilities Center. Bishop Leo 
T. Maher and Father Joseph Carroll, St. Vincent's director, are pictured with a 
model of the center. Civic and church leaders attended the March 23 dedication. 
The center will cost an estimated $6 million; $3.5 million has been raised and the 
San Diego diocese has promised a $1 million loan for the downtown center. 


National Cursillo meeting held 


By Joyce Carr 


The 27-year-old Cursillo movement in 
the United States has brought 600,000 


_Catholics ‘‘into the mainstream of the 


Church’”’ and has ‘‘helped. individuals 
discover their particular vocation in the 
Church and in the world,”’ said Gerald 


Gerry Hughes 


' Hughes, executive director of the national 


Cursillo movement. 


Addressing 60 representatives of 
Region XI who met at the new La Quinta 
de Guadalupe in Imperial Beach March 
22 and 23, he said the movement has 
contributed to Church renewal by 
providing: participants with ‘‘conversion 
experiences’’ and involvement in 
“Christian community.”’ 


THEY RETURN to parishes 
“renewed in the spirit of Vatican II in 
terms of the new liturgy and a desire for 
scripture...for apostolic work.”’ 


The Cursillo movement is directing its 
attention ‘‘to Christianizing all structures 
in secular society — politics, industry, 
commerce and education,’’ the Dallas- 
based director said. He cited Cursillistas 
who have opened shelters for the 
homeless, halfway houses for alcoholics 
and those who have started a model youth 
program in New York. 


Cursillo leaders are called ‘‘to become 
saints and apostles’’ in their personal 
contacts, he said. ‘‘We will not be judged 


by what we achieve, but by the depth and 
faithfulness of our relationship with 
Christ,’? he added. ‘‘As we face the 
challenge of evangelizing environments, 
we must give more of ourselves and our 
time. Then we can take the movement 
into the 1990s with zeal and hope.”’ 


CURSILLO DIRECTORS and 
leaders at the regional meeting were from 
the California dioceses of San Francisco, 
San Jose, Monterey, Orange, San 
Bernardino and San Diego and from the 
Diocese of Honolulu, Hawaii, said Joan 
Kuglen, Region XI coordinator. 


To “‘put the Cursillo movement at the 
service of the Church,’’ Hughes has 
launched an educational: effort to train 


spiritual lay directors, who in turn 
prepare local Cursillistas for their 
apostolate. Audio-visual and print 


materials produced at the national center 
in Dallas have been used effectively for 
local leadership workshops, he said. 


There should be no conflict between 
these leaders’ professions and. : their 
religion, he said. ‘“Their decisions and 
actions on the job should be based on 
Christian principles.’’ Sometimes this 
‘means quitting a job, he explained, 
referring to some engineers in the 
Cursillo movement who could not 
reconcile their work on nuclear weapons 
with their ideals and asked for a transfer 
to another section of the plant: 


CURSILLOS IN Christianity began 
on the island of Mallorca in the late 
1940s, then spread to the mainland of 
Spain and other Spanish-speaking 
countries, Hughes said. It is now 
established on five continents where more 


than three million Catholics have 
participated in three-day Cursillo 
weekends. 


Spanish-speaking men in Waco, 
Texas, made the first Cursillo in the 
United States. That weekend was 
conducted by Spanish Air Cadets training 
at Lackland Air Force Base, Hughes 
added. Five years later the renewal 
movement was held for English-speaking 
candidates in San Angelo, Texas. 


It graduaJly gained momentum until 
today -most dioceses in this country 
sponsor Cursillos in Christianity for men 
and women. 


Senate approves missile money 
despite Catholic ‘triple attack’ 


WASHINGTON (NC) — With the 
U.S. Catholic Conference urging defeat 
of the MX, action on the missile shifted to 
the House of Representatives March 20 
after the Senate, in twin 55-45 votes, 
approved the release of $1.5 billion for 21 
new missiles. 

The president of the USCC, Bishop 
James W. Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, 
led a triple attack by the U.S. bishops 
against the missile in a letter to Congress 
shortly before the two Senate votes. 


THE BISHOPS’ conference 
previously had expressed questions about 
the MX, but the new action marked the 
first time the bishops had come out in 
complete opposition to the missile system. 


“‘The USCC’s opposition,’ wrote 
Bishop Malone, ‘“‘is based on two 
considerations: the _ potentially 


destabilizing impact of this weapons 
system on the nuclear arms race and its 
cost, viewed in light of pressing human 
needs here and elsewhere in the world.’’ 
Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago and Archbishop John J. 
O’Connor of New York also attacked the 
administration-backed nuclear system. 


THE HOUSE the week of March 25 
was scheduled to vote on two resolutions 
identical to those approved by the Senate, 


the first to authorize 21 new missiles 
frozen by Congress last year, and the 
second to appropriate the $1.5 billion for 
the missiles which also had been frozen by 
Congress. 


Bishop Malone said the funds that 
would go to the MX should be used 
instead for food, shelter and health care at 


home and to meet the ‘‘still more 
desperate’ needs of those suffering 
starvation and ‘‘grinding poverty’’ 
abroad. 


Bishop Malone reminded members of 
Congress that concerns about the MX 
were raised’ in the U.S. bishops’ 1983 
pastoral letter on war and peace and again 
last June in joint congressional testimony 
on_ defense issues by Archbishop 
O’Connor and Cardinal Bernardin, 
speaking for the USCC. 


“OUR CONCERNS about the MX 
have intensified since the pastoral letter 
was written,’’ Bishop Malone wrote. 
Citing the joint congressional testimony 
of last year, he noted that the USCC 
representatives then said they would have 
to “‘recommend against’’ any nuclear 
system that was expensive and was of 
dubious strategic value. 


please turn to page 12 


Activities help faithful fulfill Lent’s call 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — In his 1985 Lenten 
message, Bishop Leo T. Maher said ‘‘the 
Gospel calls us to conversion of mind and 
heart, to change, to become different...we 
should say ‘yes’ to God.’’ ‘ 

Throughout the diocese, parishes have 
sponsored numerous Lenten services and 
activities to enable the faithful to fulfill the 
Gospel call. 

SOME PARISHES have scheduled 
additional. daily Masses during Lent. 
Others, like Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in Rancho: Penasquitos, celebrate an 
additional Mass once a week. 


Many parishes hold Stations of the 
Cross during the week, usually on Friday 
evening. 

At St. Margaret Church, Oceanside, 
Mass and Stations of the Cross are held 
Friday evenings. Afterward, the 
congregation is invited to stay for an hour 


of the movie Jesus of Nazareth. 


THE FILM is six hours long, Father 
William Gold, pastor of St. Margaret’s, 
said. Since there are six Fridays in Lent, 
excluding Good Friday, the Franco 
Zefferellifilm fits in well, Father Gold said 
of the movie, which he described as ‘‘the 
best on explaining the life of Christ.’’ 


The movie is used as a ‘‘Lenten 
meditation’? and a way to reflect on the 
life of Christ, Father Gold said. 


St. Brigid parish, Pacific Beach, has 
offered a ‘“‘living’’ Stations of the Cross 
program for several years. This year the 
living Stations will take place on Good 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. in the church, said 
Sister Margaret Kelly, the director of St. 
Brigid’s school of religion. 


EACH STATION is ‘‘acted out in 
drama’’ by high school and college-age 
parishioners, Sister Margaret explained. 


please turn to page 12 


Msgr. James McGinley dies at age 71 


CHULA VISTA — Msgr. James A. 
McGinley died in his sleep at Community 
Hospital here March 24. He was 71. 


Msgr. McGinley was born May 19, 
1913 at Ardara, County Donegal, 
Ireland. He attended All Hallows College 
in Dublin and was ordained for the 
Diocese of Los Angeles-San Diego on 
June 19, 1938. 


HIS FIRST assignment was Sacred 
Heart Church, Coronado, as assistant 
pastor. He also served as assistant pastor 
at St. Anne Church, San Diego. His first 
pastorate was St. Joseph Church, 
Holtville, followed by Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Descanso, and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, San Ysidro. 

He was appointed founding pastor of 
St. Pius X parish in Chula Vista on Feb. 
20, 1955. He served there until he retired 
July 1, 1975. He resided at St. Pius X 
parish as pastor emeritus since then. 


Mass of Christian Burial was planned 


for March 28 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Pius X. 
Interment will be in Holy Cross 


Cemetery. 


Msgr. McGinley 


Briefs 


ASSASSINATION ACCUSATION — A 
former Salvadoran intelligence official has 
linked Roberto d’Aubuisson,- now head of El 
Salvador’s rightist ARENA Party, to the 1980 
assassination of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar 
Romero. Col. Roberto Santivanez, director of 
El Salvador’s intelligence agency in 1978-79, 
said the archbishop’s murder was directed by 
Col. Ricardo Lau, who later became chief of 
intelligence for U.S.-backed Nicaraguan 
counter-revolutionaries. He said Lau ‘‘was 
working directly for d’Aubuisson’’ at that 
time. At a March 21 Washington press 
conference, Santivanez said Lau had been 
paid $120,000 by wealthy Salvadorans based 
in Miami. He said the money was passed 
through El Salvador by d’Aubisson, a former 
major in the intelligence agency. 


‘FAITH NOT HURTFUL’ — Faith is 
vital to daily life in modern society, Pope John 
Paul II said during a March 22 address to 
members of the Vatican Secretariat for Non- 
Believers. ‘‘Faith is not hurtful to life,’’ the 
pope said, urging Catholics to reach out to 
atheists and to the religiously indifferent. “‘On 
the contrary, it is vital for fulfillment here on 
earth and, after death, with Christ.’’ 


DAY OF MOURNING — The Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference has 
called for a day of mourning for black 
protesters killed by police in Uitenhage, South 
Africa, March 21. At.least 18 people were 
killed when police opened fire on a crowd 
commemorating the 1960 police slaying of 
nearly 70 blacks during an anti-apartheid 
protest in Sharpeville, South Africa. ‘The 
police action has left the SACBC numb with 
shock and despair,’’ said a statement released 
by the bishops March 22, 


DENIES RESPONSIBILITY — Tony 
Alamo, head of the Tony and Susan Alamo 
Christian Foundation, denied responsibility 
for the latest wave of anti-Catholic posters but 
said he agrees with their content. Alamo added 
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that if he were responsible for the posters 
accusing the Vatican of Nazi crimes and 
violent schemes he would not say so because 
“the Vatican doesn’t admit to things.’’ 


CDA PLEDGE — Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas has pledged $500,000 toward 
construction of a new headquarters planned 
for the U.S. bishops’ main national offices. 
The commitment was announced in 
Washington March 19 by Loretta Knebel, 
CDA national regent, and Bishop James 
Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, president of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
U.S. Catholic Conference. 


SOVEREIGNTY AGREEMENT — 
Italy’s Chamber of Deputies officially removed 
Catholicism as the state religion March 20, 
approving by an overwhelming majority an 
agreement between the Vatican and Italy 
governing religious affairs. The agreement, or 
concordat, declares church and state to be 
“independent and sovereign.’” The Chamber 
of Deputies vote marked the final step in the 
approval of the concordat, which took 15 years 
to negotiate. 


JOURNALISTS ‘PRAISE GOD’ — 
Catholic journalists praise God by clear, 
correct, justice-oriented writing, Pope John 
Paul II said March 21 in an address to 
Catholic press members at the Vatican. Jesus 
Christ will be praised, the pope said, ‘‘not 
because the name of Jesus will be mentioned in 
every article they write, but because the truth 
of Christ and the love of Christ will permeate 
their writings which will be distinguished by 
accuracy, by fairness and by that hunger and 
thirst for justice characteristic of those whom 
Jesus Himself called ‘blessed.’ ”’ 


‘RETAIN DEDUCTION’ — Bishop J. 
Francis Stafford of Memphis urged Congress 
to retain the deduction for charitable 
contributions of taxpayers who do not itemize 
deductions on their tax forms. The loss of the 
option would ‘‘result in a multi-billion dollar 
reduction in charitable giving,” he said. The 
charitable deduction for non-itemizers will die 
if Congress does not make it permanent by the 
end of 1986. It is also scheduled to be dropped 
under the proposed Treasury Department tax 
reform plan. 
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ROAD TO MOROCCO — Pope John 
Paul II plans to visit Africa in mid-August to 
attend the 43rd International Eucharistic 
Congress in Nairobi, Kenya, and to visit 
several other nations, according to Joaquin 
Navarro-Valls, head of the Vatican press 
office. The papal itenerary includes Zaire, 
Togo, Cameroon, Morocco and possibly the 
Republic of Central Africa. It will be the 
pontiff’s third trip to Africa since becoming 


pope: 


LOTTO DOUGH WON — The luck of 
the Irish was with St. Patrick parish in 
Yorktown Heights on the eve of St. Patrick’s 
Day when the associate pastor, Father Joseph 
Faraone, learned he had won $1.17 million in 
the New York State Lotto drawing. His $5 
winning card yielded him $55,766 minus 20 
percent for the Internal Revenue Service, to be 
paid annually for 21 years. Father Faraone 
said he plans to donate half of his annual 
windfall to help pay for his parish’s new $2.2 
million church and parish center. 


REUNION BY DEGREES The 
Christian churches should seek ‘a reunion by 
degrees,”’ Jesuit Father Avery Dulles said 
March 18. Different churches can express a 
common faith without using the same 
doctrinal formulas, he said. It is not necessary 
to demand a formal act of faith in a long list of 
particular doctrines from each member of a 
uniting church, he added. Father Dulles spoke 
on “Doctrinal Agreement: A Condition for 
Reunion?” in the 11th Annual Wattson 
Lecture at The Catholic University of 
America, where he is a member of the 
theological faculty. 
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values and priorities in life. 


92119, 466-6463. 


Michael G. Kielty 


M.B.-BSifond), FACS, FACOG, KCHS. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


If your spouse gets into legal trouble 
A major stress that a couple can experience occurs when one partner encounters serious 
legal trouble. The legal crisis forces the couple to face their difficulties and to reassess their 


Quite often the legal problem reflects a previous life style that was incompatible with 
marital harmony. One partner may feel betrayed, not to have been told or made aware of 
certain illegal dealings. While this is understandably upsetting, it also reveals a basic 
communication breakdown, or lack of trust, that perhaps both partners were aware of yet 
felt helpless to remedy. Criminal or illegal activity can be viewed as a compulsive activity 
that enables one temporarily to escape dealing with difficult personal or marital issues. 

Those couples who are able to work together at this time may be rewarded by finding each 
other again. If they can deal with each partner’s needs and feelings now they may establish a 
deeper foundation for their relationship. For other couples, this will be a time to separate 
and move on from an unsatisfying, unworkable situation. 


Presented as a community service by Dr. Diana M. Greg, Del Cerro Counseling, 
Psychology and Family Services, 7290 Navajo Road, Suite 210, San Diego, CA 


Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, March 28, 10 a.m., Alcala Park, 
diocesan office conference room, Lieutenancy 
Council meeting of the Knights and Ladies of 
the Holy Sepulchre. 

Thursday, March 28, Chula Vista, St. Pius 
X Church, Mass of Christian Burial of Rev. 
Msgr. James A. McGinley. 

Friday, March 29, 9 a.m., Our Mother of 
Confidence Church, clergy day of recollection, 
followed by Chrism Mass at 11 a.m. 

Sunday, March 31, noon, St. Catherine 
Laboure, Mass and groundbreaking ceremony 
for new church. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Thursday, March 28, 10:30 a.m., Perris, 
St. James Church, conference. 

Friday, March 29, 9 a.m., University City, 
Our Mother of Confidence Church, day of 
recollection, Chrism Mass. 

Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m., San Diego, 
St. Joseph Cathedral, meeting; noon, Imperial 
Beach, St. Charles Church, conference; 4 
p-m., San Diego, Our Lady of Angels 
Church, Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Sunday, March 31, noon, Escondido, St. 
Mary Church, Mass; 5:30 p-m., Imperial 
Beach, La Quinta de Guadalupe, Mass for 
youth. 


Telephone 
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By Veronica Garcia 


CORONADO — Pat and Debbie Calahan’s lives are 
intertwined with their parish, Sacred Heart. 


Pat has found support and an identity within his parish 
community. 


IN THE NEW Testament, Pat said, people of other 
faiths remarked that the early Christians were different 
because they showed their love for one another. 


‘‘The Church tries to reach out to help people with 
their physical and spiritual needs,’’ Debbie said. 


Pat thinks alienation exists in today’s world, ‘‘but the 
Church tries to combat alienation.”’ 


A ‘‘VALUE system is so important’’ for people, Pat 
said. ‘‘The family and the Church fill the void of the 
laissez-faire system’”’ of today. 


Pat cited studies which show that ‘‘children who have 
no structure develop no direction.”’ 


“Community and fellowship are important,’’ he said. 
“‘T have a sense of identity and rooting”’ in the parish. 


PAT AND Debbie are involved with various activites 
at Sacred Heart parish. They have been parishioners 
since 1973. 


Debbie is president of Sacred Heart School’s parent- 
teacher group. She teaches sixth grade CCD. 


The Calahans participated in RENEW since it began 
and are co-facilitators of a small group. 


THEIR RENEW small group is diverse and has ‘‘non- 
Catholic to devout charismatic Catholics,’’ Debbie said. 
“Tt’s interesting to talk to others about their beliefs..and 
it’s good to find out we all believe the same things.”’ 


Being part of RENEW has “‘created a spirit of 
community,’’ Pat said, and provided him with a 
‘spiritual dimension to the people.”’ 


Besides RENEW, Pat serves on the finance committee 
for the pastor’s council of ministers at his parish. He is 
also part of the parish RENEW core committee, is a lector 
and a member of the Holy Name Society at Sacred Heart. 


“THE HOLY Name Society is a men’s religious 
organization...devoted to the holy name of Jesus Christ,’’ 
Pat said: The group meets monthly for corporate 
communion and a pancake breakfast. Funds raised at the 
breakfast are used to sponsor the parish’s Boy Scout 


NFD calls national picket 


TUPELO, Miss. — A nationwide picket of stores 
selling pornography has been set for April 27, according 
to th National Federation for Decency. Organizers of the 
picket say their goal is to picket 5,000 stores which sell 
pornography. 

The primary target will be 7-Eleven Stores. According 
to the NFD, 7-Eleven is the leading retailer of porn 
magazines in America. Donald E. Wildmon, a United 
Methodist minister who heads the NFD, met with 
7-Eleven three times over a period of several months, 
asking the company to get out of the pornography 
business, but was told by 7-Eleven that they make too 
much from it to discontinue sales. 

WILDMON SAID a recent study at the University of 
New Hampshire showed that states with the highest 
readership of porn magazines also have the highest rape 
rate. 

The NFD has prepared a picket packet explaining how to 
organize a successful picket. It is available at NFD, P.O. Drawer 
2440, Tupelo, MS, 38803. 


Debbie and Pat Calahan of Coronado 


troop. The group also brings guest speakers to address the 
parish community, he added. 


“‘T have developed strong friendships within the parish 
because of my involvement,’’ Debbie said. 


The Calahans have not always been active members of 


the Church. 


' DEBBIE WAS raised a Methodist, but her family was 
not active in the faith. 


Pat’s family was active in the Catholic Church. While 
attending college at the University of Rochester in New 
York, where he had ‘‘no family support,’’ he became 
‘Jess active’ in the Church and stopped attending Mass 
regularly. 

Debbie and Pat met at the University of Rochester.and 
were married in a Methodist church in 1965. For the first 
10 years of their marriage they participated little in their 
respective faiths. 

IN 1973 the Calahans and their two children. moved 
into Pat’s parents’ home in Coronado. The resided there 
while Pat attended law school at the University of San 
Diego. 

His parents made 
welcome,’’ Pat said. 


them ‘‘feel comfortable and 


Pat’s parents were also instrumental in reviving .his 
interest in Catholicism, he said. Although they did not 
‘“‘push’’ the couple into the faith, his father would ‘‘do 
tricky things like volunteering Pat for things, like coffee 
and doughnuts,’’ Debbie said. 


THE TWO soon became increasingly active in parish 
life at Sacred Heart which, Debbie said, is very ‘‘family 
oriented.”’ ; 

The school was also an ‘‘important element’’ in getting 
them involved in the Church, Pat said. Sacred Heart 
School encourages parents to be interested in their 
childrens’ education, he added. 


photo by Veronica Garcia 


GOLDEN JUBILARIAN — Sister Evelyn Joseph Flynn celebrated her 50th anniversary of taking final vows as a 
Sister of Saint Joseph of Carondolet. Bishop Leo. T. Maher threw a party in her honor March 19 and invited 
diocesan office staff to attend. Sister Evelyn Joseph is executive secretary for the diocesan pastoral council. 


% 


Debbie and Pat eventually exchanged marriage vows in 
the Church and in 1975 Debbie took instructions at the 
parish and converted to Catholicism. 


“I STARTED thinking about the kids,’’ she said. She 
wanted her children to have religion in their lives and she 
had observed how ‘‘very devout and positive’ Pat’s 
family was about Catholicism. 


‘‘Church is more than just something we do on Sunday 
morning,’’ Pat said. 

“‘OUR KIDS are fortunate because of the support”’ 
parish life gives them, Debbie said. ‘‘They’re never 
stranded...They have their family and the community”’ 
to support them, she added. 


Bishop Maher issues new 
anti-pornography statement 


The following statement by Bishop Leo T. Maher will be read 
at all Palm Sunday Masses in the dtocese. 


The modern pornographer’s fusion of sex and violence 
focuses on the abnormal and the immoral. ‘‘Adult 
entertainment”’ is a catch phrase for permissiveness in the 
moral law. ‘‘Adult entertainment”’ is really nothing more 
than graphic sexual display, and it often leads to ‘‘super 
sadism at its cruelest.’’ They are not ‘‘adult 
entertainment’”’ but thinly disguised erotic violence which 
is dehumanizing. ‘‘Adult entertainment’’ is nothing but 
smut. 


So-called ‘‘Adult entertainment’’ affects the attitudes 
and values of those who view it. Often women and 
children are the targets of abuse. 


PORNOGRAPHY, OBSCENITY and vulgarity 
degrade our society. Pornography corrodes the morals of 
society. If pornography is allowed to permeate our 
society, violence will become just another form of sexual 
stimulation. Pornography will continue as a growing 
problem unless it is checked by people who believe in the 
moral law and in God, to Whom we must answer for our 
conduct. 

We commit social sin when we exclude God, abandon 
Him or disobey Him. Every personal sin is a social sin 
because sin by its very nature is both a direct attack on 
one’s neighbor and, in the language of the gospel, an 
offense against one’s brother or sister. Pornography, by 
its hard core graphic presentation of sex and violence, is a 
social sin. Although it degrades all human persons, it 


specifically attacks women. please turn to page 11 
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Mission of the disciple 


The community of Christian disciples living the life of 
the Spirit is an authentic witness of Christ and a prophetic 
voice to the world. Their very lifestyle is an ongoing 
invitation to others to join in discipleship to Christ. 

To join in the RENEW experience, contact your parish. 
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By Msgr. 
George C. Higgins 


‘Personal heroism’ called for 


‘‘We live in a time when it is harder for a free man to make a 
home than it was for a medieval ascetic to do without one.”’ 


When G.K. Chesterton penned this discerning observation on 
the manners and morals of his times, he wasn’t thinking 
specifically of the housing shortage. Presumably he had in mind 
the widespread breakdown in family morality worrying pastors, 
social workers, psychiatrists and others in a position to observe its 
unhappy consequences. 


Chesterton was also thinking of those special obstacles to 
Christian family living which, if not directly caused by the 
Industrial Revolution, have been occasioned in part by the 
changeover from the simplicity of rural living to the complexity 
of modern urbanism. 


He was suggesting — and clerics ought humbly to take his 
words to heart — that the present-day married couple is called 
upon to practice a degree of personal heroism seldom asked of a 
12th- or 13th-century monk. 


The medieval ascetic had at least one advantage: He lived in 
an environment and atmosphere that supported the practice of 
the monastic virtues to which he had voluntarily dedicated his 
life. Today’s married couple, however, finds itself in an 
environment and atmosphere which is often unfriendly, if not 
antagonistic, to the standards of Christian wedlock and militates 
against the practice of its noble virtues. 


Chesterton was thinking about the difficulty of making a. 


“‘home’’ and not specifically of finding a ‘“‘house.’’ And yet his 
words are even more tragically true today because it is so much 
more difficult for thousands of people to find a place in which to 
make a Christian home. 


The government’s responsibility to help provide adequate 
housing or housing subsidies for those, particularly the very . 


poor, who cannot find it on the open market is not a liberal vs. 
conservative issue. This was recognized some 40 years ago by the 
late Sen. Robert Taft of Ohio, a true-blue conservative if there 
ever was one, who strongly supported some measure of public 
housing. 


Taft held that the government has not only the right but the 
duty to promote sound family life to the extent of its legitimate 
power. How? Among other ways, by encouraging private 
enterprise, through reasonable incentives, to provide decent 
housing for our citizens and, if necessary, by actually subsidizing 
the building of dwellings for those for whom private enterprise is 
either unable or unwilling to provide accommodations. 


Taft teamed up with a Northern liberal and a Southern 
conservative to co-sponsor the Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing 
- bill.. The bill was almost defeated by critics who charged it was 
“*socialistic’’ because, among other provisions, it authorized the 
continuation of low-cost public housing for low-income families. 


Those who really believe the family is the basic unit of society 
have no right to smile indulgently at the antics of vested interests 
who make it even ‘‘harder for a free man to find a home.”’ 


We owe it to the family to be ‘‘socialists,’’ if that means siding 
with Pius XI who, in an encyclical on Christian marriage, said 
legislators ‘‘in making the laws and in disposing of public funds 
must do their utmost to relieve the needs of the poor, considering 
such a task as one of the most important of their administrative 
duties.”’ 
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Letters... 
‘Sermon of note’ 


It truly was a ‘‘Sermon of Note’’ given 
by Rev. Msgr. Rudolph Galindo, pastor 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
Calexico, at the funeral for slain Drug 
Enforcement Administration Agent 
Enrique Camarena and printed for us in 
Southern Cross (3/14). 


This tragedy evoked strong emotions 
— first of hope and later of sadness and 
grief in so many people who didn’t even 
know Mr. Camarena, not only here in 
San Diego but throughout the country, 
and no doubt in Mexico and elsewhere. 
Such universal sadness could only require 
the kind of eulogy Monsignor gave. It 
was _an inspiring sermon and brought 
many of us, I’m sure, to tears of love and 
appreciation for such a heroic public 
servant and makes us realize our 
indebtedness to him and others fighting 
this horrible drug war. 


So I want to say, ‘‘Thank you, 
Monsignor Galindo.’’ Your consoling 
words helped to assuage the sadness we 
have all been feeling» 

Edie Galbraith, 
San Diego 


Leadership ‘encouraging’ 


It is most gratifying to us involved in 
pro-life to be witnessing most recently the 
stalwart stance by ecclesiastics defending 
the magisterium on the issue of abortion. 


This type of moral leadership lends 
encouragement to our cause to speak out 
in our secular activities against 
pro-abortionists, even though they 
identify themselves as Catholic. 


The recent decision of Bishop James C. 
Timlin of Scranton, (PA), not to attend a 
commencement where House Speaker 
Tip O’Neill was to be given an honorary 
degree, was to avoid any appearance of 
lending support to a pro-abortion public 
figure. This indeed is a difficult position 
for a bishop. 


It reiterates moral advice made in a 
January 1983 New Year’s Message to 
Catholic physicians by Bishop Leo T. 
Maher of San Diego who included in the 


statement:...‘‘Be no party to this heinous 
Sin 

Ben P. Grisafi, 

El Cajon 


‘Treachery’ enacted 


As we agonize over the sorrowful fact of 
the crucifixion during these days of Lent, 
it is distressing that similar treachery is 
presently being enacted against children 
helplessly trapped in the womb. When the 
prevalence of this atrocious practice is 
recorded, future generations will question 
our involvement: 


“Were you there when they crucified God’s 
children? 
Were you there when they suffered in the 
womb? 

Were you there? Or, were you merely 
condoning it while professionals administered 
the suffering?’’ 

Hopefully, the profundity of the life 
message in the Resurrection will shed its 
enlightenment on us all. ‘Anti Srayth, 


Alpine 


‘Denying personhood’ 


Ted Kitner (San Diego Union, March 
4) says that a human life is not ‘‘a person 
until it emerges from the womb and starts 


breathing...’’ He implies, of course, that 
by denying personhood until such a 
moment, that abortion and even 


infanticide can be justified. 


Now picture a newborn baby dangling 
by its ankles from the doctor’s grasp, 
about to be spanked into its first cry (and 
breath) — is this not a person? 


Also observe on the TV screen the first 
trimester unborn baby of the film The 
Silent Scream, how he sucks his thumb 
contentedly just moments before he will 
fight for his life as the abortionist’s tool 
tortures and kills him — is this not a 
person? 


John P. Schatz, 
San Diego 


‘Capacity to know God’ 


Here is the Vatican text of Pope John Paul II’s remarks in English at his 
weekly general audience March 20. 


I wish to continue my reflections on the general theme of 
catechesis by speaking about the human. capacity to know God. 
The Church teaches that even before a person professes belief in 
God, he or she is capable of knowing God by the natural light of 
human reason. 


This doctrine is rooted in sacred Scripture: St. Paul tells us 
that ever since the creation of the world, God’s invisible nature 
could be perceived in the things that have been made; and the 
Old Testament book of Wisdom teaches that from the greatness 
and beauty of created things comes a corresponding perception of 
their creator. In other words, the visible world constitutes for the 
human intellect the basis for affirming the existence of the 
invisible creator. The immense progress made by modern science 
in coming to understand the physical universe can thus serve as a 
stimulus to faith in God or at least to the recognition of the 
mystery of creation. 


Divine revelation is the basis for faith in God. Yet even the 
non-believer is capable of a certain knowledge of God on the 
natural level, capable of recognizing God as the first cause and 
the final end of all things. 


Although this purely rational knowledge is different from the 
knowledge that comes through faith, it can prepare the way for 


‘faith’s deeper knowledge, in which we have access to the mystery 


of the intimate life of God. 


I extend warmest greetings to all the English-speaking visitors 
who are present at today’s audience. Through the special graces 
of the season of Lent, I pray that you will be strengthened in faith 
and in love of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Insights 


By Father Richard 
F. Duncanson 


The continuity of the covenant 


As Christians and Jews prepare to celebrate Easter and’ 
Passover, it is important for Christians to reject the negative 
stereotypes and themes that at times have crept into Holy Week 
and Easter liturgies and homilies. 


Proclaiming and preaching the Passion narratives, care must 
be taken to avoid creating the impression that most of the Jews of 
Jesus’ day willed his death, or that Jews as a people are 
responsible for it. Care must also be taken lest the impression be 
given that most of Jesus’ enemies were Pharisees, or that all 
Pharisees opposed Jesus. These negative stereotypes and themes 
can be effectively avoided by adopting the following positive 
attitudes. 


Affirm the value of the whole Bible. Even innocent 
terminology such as ‘‘Old Testament’’ can have a pejorative 
influence on our attitude toward the Hebrew Bible and Judaism. 
The ‘‘Old Testament’’ might be referred to as the ‘‘Hebrew 
Scriptures,’’ with validity as the Word of God in and of 
themselves. 


Recognize the profound Jewishness of Jesus and His 
teaching. This is what gives the Hebrew Bible its basic relevance 
for Christians: that Jesus and the early Church accepted it as the 
Word of God. Jesus’ message presumes that His hearers are 
imbued with the divine message of the Hebrew Scriptures. 


Appreciate the links between Christian and Jewish liturgy. 
Jewish and Christian liturgy is each characterized by the desire to 
realize in the liturgy the idea of a living faith community in the 
service of God, and in the service of all people for the love of 


God. 


Value the continuity of the covenant. Christians believe that 
the promises of the covenant revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures 
are fulfilled in the first coming of Christ, but as Christians we 
await the perfect fulfillment of those promises in the Lord’s 


_ glorious return at the end of time. As we wait in joyful hope, we 


might listen to and learn from the Jewish witness to the yet 
incomplete ‘‘redeemedness’’ of this world. : 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


-. The serenity of acceptance 


I was wondering what to write about Easter without 
repeating what has all been said many times and far better 
than I could, when I was interrupted by a telephone call 
from a friend and fellow parishioner. She was calling to 
pass on several prayer requests which, although dealing 
with serious matters, were relatively hopeful when 
compared to the appalling incidents of accident, coma and 
crippling we had been praying about recently. 


We laughed a little over our comparative values and 
then, knowing that she was undergoing real problems 
herself, I asked how she was. She was, she said, doing 
‘‘much better’? and went on to confide the changes she 
has become aware of in herself. Her husband is suffering 
some kind of mental maladjustment which has caused him 
to withdraw from and, in fact, abandon the family, with 
predictably traumatic results to all concerned. 


SHE HAD seen him briefly a few days before and 
found herself newly aware of his unhappiness and 
confusion. In real compassion, she had reached out to him 
to assure him of her continuing love and allowed him to 
withdraw once again without recriminations. ‘‘I realize 
that theré is nothing I can do now but wait,’’ she said.. 
‘Finally, I am prepared to trust to prayer and God’s 
goodness and accept the way things are — and that it may 
be a long time before anything changes for the better.”’ 


It is hard, when you love someone and see their 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 
Rector, St. John’s Seminary 


suffering, to stand apart and allow them the freedom to 


_ work out their problems in their own time and way. It is 


particularly so when the problems are also your own and 
through no personal fault you are thrown into new and 
worrying situations and expected to cope alone and 
almost overnight with unexpected responsibilities and 
decisions. 


As I listened to her voice, quiet and calm, filled with 
pity and forgiveness for her errant spouse, I could not 
help contrasting this call with those I received some 
months ago when the situation first arose. The panic, the 
angry blaming, the violent resentment were gone. Then, 
she had not wanted to hear words of caution or 
suggestions of acceptance. When she prayed it was that 
God would ‘‘send’’ her husband home at once and 
nothing else would do. 


THE MONTHS of pain and disillusionment, the 
aloneness and frustration, has brought her now to a 
beautiful expression of compassion and understanding for 
her anguished spouse. The experience has deepened her 
faith in God’s invincible goodness and her dependency on 
His wisdom. There are, of course, still moments of 
sudden anger, of self-pity, but there is a calmness and an 
assurance that speak of new maturity and strength. And 
hope. 

She always had hope, but it is different now, tempered 
and refined by acceptance and the realization that what 


God sees as desirable may not seem so desirable to her, 
but that it will be, in the end, for the best. And it occurred 
to me that there is a great deal of the Easter spirit in the 
change that is being wrought in her. 


From the devastating moment when the world seemed 
to come to an end and all that had meaning for her was 
abruptly halted, she has come to the beginnings of 
resurrection of the spirit. More than that, the qualities of 
the Spirit are already at work in her so that she no longer 
sees an end, but a beginning. 


THERE HAS been great loss, betrayal and 
abandonment. How well Jesus would resound to that. 
There has been confusion, fear, grief and a crisis of hope. 
How well the apostles could empathize with that. And 
now there is what the disciples knew after the Easter 
experience — faith and trust and an awareness of blessing 
and benefit arising from a kind of death. It is the 
realization that we do not see what is to be seen but what 
we wish to see, and that we need to take time for reflection 
that self-knowledge may grow and the qualities of the 
Spirit bud forth in us. This came to her at great personal 
cost, in prayer and love. 


It seems to me that this one woman’s Calvary, minor as 
it may appear in contrast to the passion and death of 
Jesus, nonetheless reflects what God meant to convey to 
us through the Easter experience. And we may take great 
hope from it. 


Penance is a gift from Christ 


“I love everything about my faith, but I hate to go to 
confession.’’ I have heard this sentiment voiced by not a 
few Catholics. An aversion-for confession, the sacrament 
of penance, has many reasons, depending on the person, 
and all of them cannot be treated in this brief article. But I 
do think that every Catholic can benefit from reflecting on 
the great gift of this sacrament. 


God can forgive sins in any way He wishes. We must 
never be so bold as to put limits on God’s mercy or power. 
But what our faith firmly teaches is that God not only can 
but has chosen to forgive our sins in the sacrament of 
penance. We have a certainty, a guarantee if you will, 
that in this sacrament God forgives the repentant sinner. 
No Catholic need ever endure a sense of guilt. No 
Catholic need ever worry or wonder whether he has been 
truly forgiven. God forgives in a manner suited to human 
nature. 


AS A PRIEST I seek forgiveness in this sacrament 
from a fellow priest, just as I did before becoming a priest. 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


The same is true of every priest and bishop, even the pope 
himself. In my own double experience of penance, as 
priest and penitent, I have become aware of the human 
dimension of this sacrament. I know my own weaknesses, 
that I am a sinner, and I recognize that the priest to whom 
I confess is not free of sin. That means a lot to me. You 
see, the one thing which Jesus Christ Himself did not 
personally experience on this earth was being a sinner. 
Jesus did not sin. In some mysterious way He took on the 
guilt of sin, but He was not a sinner. Rather He was, and 
is, sinned against. ; 

Jesus was so considerate of our humanity that He gave 
to fellow human beings the power to forgive sins. He 
wanted this sacrament to be like going to a doctor who has 
had the same illness which we have, or like being helped 
to stop smoking by someone who has struggled with the 
habit himself. It does not matter whether the priest has 
committed the same sin as the penitent. The point is that 
the priest, like every human person except Mary, is a 
sinner. 


On the night of the resurrection Jesus stood before the 
apostles and said: ‘‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven.”’ 


THE APOSTLES, ordinary men who were sinners, 
like Peter in his cowardice or James and John in their 
pride and ambition, were given the power to forgive sins. 
Even as the gospels were being written, the early Church 
was experiencing the marvel of forgiveness through a 
sinful minister. That is why we find these words following 
Jesus’ forgiveness of the paralytic: ‘‘At the sight a feeling 
of awe came over the crowd, and they praised God for 
giving such authority to men.’’ (Matt. 9:8) 


In an earlier era of the Church, public penitents 
devoted the entire season of Lent to practicing penance so 
they could receive sacramental absolution on the morning 
of Holy Thursday. Our custom still is, or should be, that 
during the season of Lent, more than at any other time of 
the year, we eagerly accept from Christ His beautiful gift 
of forgiveness in the sacrament of penance. 


Faithfulness means ‘full of faith’ 


Faithfulness — one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit — is 
a word we don’t use much any more. It has an old 
fashioned ring to it. In scripture, people were called to be 
faithful to God and to each other. When we read about 
faithfulness, we think, ‘‘Of course, I’m faithful. I go to 
church and I take care of my family.’’ And that’s often 
that. 


But faithfulness means more than loyalty to a belief or a 
people. It means full of faith, out of which we live our 
daily lives. What we believe forms the basis of our 
behavior. 


IF WE SAY we believe in justice and equality but 
support injustice we are not being faithful. If we say we 
believe in caring for the less fortunate but do not share 
our largesse, we are not being faithful. If we say we 
believe in loyalty to the family but behave in a way that is 
injurious, we are not being faithful. 


The word we more commonly use for faithful today is 
commitment. And that’s a much harder action to 
embrace. We find ourselves saying, “‘Yes, it’s important, 
but I don’t want to commit myself.’’ We -say of others, 
“‘He is committed to peace and justice,’’ implying that we 
aren’t. Paradoxically, we admire people of commitment 
while avoiding it ourselves. 


When we marry, we commit ourselves to that which is 
good for our beloved. But sometimes we act contrarily. 
When we have children, we commit ourselves to their 
welfare, but when they get in the way of our welfare, we 
find ourselves angry and frustrated. © 


MANY OF us know spouses who are committed to one 
another until adversity strikes and then that commitment 
breaks down. ‘‘I didn’t sign up for this. I have a life of my 
own to live,’’ said a woman who left her husband when 
she learned he had a debilitating disease. 


‘“‘My first commitment is to my work,’’ says a husband 
who refuses to grant his family anything other than 
leftover time. Such a family feels less worthy because they 
know they aren’t as important to him as his career. He is 
faithful to his work, maybe, but not to them. 


Faithfulness and commitment grow out of love, 
patience and generosity. When we truly care about 
something or someone, we commit ourselves to them, 
even when it curbs our freedom. Most of us are 
committed to a family and to some individual sphere like 


work, school or home. Keeping it in balance takes _ 


constant attention. 


FAMILIES MIGHT test their commitment level by 
answering these questions. 


@ Which comes first for me, work, school or family? 

@ When there’s a family need, do I see it as my 
responsibility or do I leave it to someone else? 

© When I sign up for an activity, do I commit myself to 
it or quit when it gets tough or boring? 

© How would I grade myself on faithfulness to family 
chores? 

© If I were asked to list the five most important things 
in my life, what would they be? 

© Which member of our family is most committed to 
family peace and harmony? 

© If I were to commit myself to improve one area of our 
family life this Lent, what would it be? 


These are tough questions for a family to ponder. All 
significant studies the past 10 years show that the number 
one goal in our lives is a satisfying family life. 


Yet, we rarely examine how committed we are to 
achieving this goal. When a family is really faithful to this 
goal, daily life becomes richer and more enjoyable. Isn’t it 
worth a half hour to look at our level of commitment to 
one another and God this Lent? 
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Should Christians trumpet resurrection of the death penalty? 


By Bob Hutchinson 

It was the kind of bizarre, ironic detail 
that crime reporters love to pick up on: 
Sitting on a table in Wah Mee gambling 
club was an old copy of Time magazine, 
with a cover photograph of the massacre 
in Lebanon’s Palestinian refugee camps 
spread out in gory clarity. 

The magazine lay unnoticed on Friday 
night, Feb. 18, 1983, when over a dozen 
Chinese-Americans and immigrants 
gathered in this secretive club — for a 

. typical evening of gambling and quiet 
conversation. No one even glanced up 
when three Asian youths strolled calmly 
into the club late that night. Security was 
tight. : 

NOT TIGHT enough, however. The 
three youths pulled out pistols and 
ordered everyone to lie down in what 
seemed to be an ordinary robbery. But it 
was no ordinary robbery. After tying up 
the gamblers and club workers and 
forcing them to lie on the floor, two of the 
youths then walked through the club 
firing 32 shots, at point-blank range, into 
the skulls of 14 people. When police 
arrived the next day, they found 12 men 
and one woman dead and one club 
worker seriously wounded. It was the 
worst mass killing in Seattle’s history. 


Six months later, Benjamin Ng, 20, 
and Kwan Fai ‘‘Willie’’ Mak, 22, were 
convicted in separate trials of 13 counts of 
aggravated first-degree murder and one 
count of assault. A third suspect is still at 
large. The jury in Ng’s trial voted for the 
death penalty 7-5, but since unanimity is 
a prerequisite for a death sentence, Ng 


was sentenced to life imprisionment 
without parole. 
On Oct. 5, 1983, the members of 


Mak’s jury, some with tears in their eyes, 
announced to the court that it was their 
judgment that Willie Mak should hang by 
the neck until dead at the Washington 
State Penitentiary at Walla Walla. It took 
them less than two hours to make up their 
minds. 


MAK’S DEATH sentence was to be 
appealed on the legal issue of 
““proportionality’’ that temporarily saved 
condemned Texas killer James D. Autry 
at the last minute. The issue is whether 
similar crimes are similarly punished. 


The Supreme Court has since ruled 
that proportionality does not have to be 
considered. Nevertheless, the Mak 
sentence adds yet another dousing of 
gasoline to an already explosive national 
debate on the death penalty. Willie Mak’s 
victims were coldly and methodically 
killed, and the issue of whether civil 
society should do exactly the same thing 
to him and to others like him has divided 
the nation. 


“I can’t think of any other issue that 
has so much emotional impact as the 
death penalty, ‘not even abortion,’’ says 
Sandra Tyler, a Seattle cocktail waitress 
who listens to the almost daily arguments 
that erupt in her restaurant lounge over 
the subject. ‘‘People are angry and upset 
over crime, especially something like the 


Wah Mee thing. Quite a few people think 


the death penalty is the only just answer, 
but other people think it’s barbaric.”’ 
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Who’s ‘‘pro-life?’’ 

The controversy has extended itself 
into the Catholic Church. Although the 
United States bishops spoke out in favor 
of abolishing the death penalty at their 
national meeting in 1980, their judgments 
are not binding on Catholics, and many 
in the Church are still torn. 


On the other hand, Catholics are 
motivated by the traditional Christian 
admonition to mercy and the fact that 
Christ himself did not resist violence up 
to His own death. On the other hand, 
charity means in part a concern for the 
safety of innocent people; most Catholics 
share in the national consensus that the 
death penalty is the best way to protect 
society from extraordinarily savage 
criminals. 


THE ISSUES are complex. They are 
made even more so by the rhetorical 
excesses on both sides of the debate. 
Opponents and proponents of capital 
punishment frequently impugn the moral 
integrity of those who cannot accept their 
arguments. 

The death penalty opponents see 
themselves as enlightened progressives 
struggling against a_ barbaric social 


instinct for vengeance; supporters of the — 


death penalty see themselves as the last 
bastion of morality and justice in a world 
where life is cheap. Both sides quote 
Christian scripture. Both say they are 
‘‘pro-life.’’ 

For many thinking Christians, 
however, all such rhetorical flourishes and 
ad hominem attacks merely distort the 
ethical and factual issues. The question 
for these Christians is not whether the 
proponents or opponents of capital 
punishment are good people, but whether 
Christians should support the death 
penalty in light of the gospel and, in a 
civil society where Christian morality is 
not the basis for law, whether such an 
irrevocable penalty is preferable to life 
imprisonment. 


““THERE IS no such thing as life in 
prison,’* says Wendy Nelson, a small- 
town Florida homemaker who actively 
lobbies for the death penalty. ‘‘They get 
out eventually. Now (politicians) are 
talking about reducing a 25-year 
minimum mandatory sentence to just 12 
years. I’welve years for a human life.”’ 


Wendy Nelson’s support for capital 
punishment is not rooted in some 
ideological abstraction. Unlike most 
participants in the death-penalty debate, 
she has more than a little personal interest 
in the issue. 


On Nov. 4, 1980 — the same day the 
United States bishops were convening 
their national meeting to discuss, among 
other things, abolishing the death penalty 
— Wendy’s 10-year-old daughter Alisa 
was late for school because of a dentist 
appointment. Her elementary school was 
only two blocks from her house; in the 
quiet beach community of Palm Harbor, 
population 3,000, children walk to school 
alone all the time. Alisa left her house at 
10 a.m. on her bike. The next morning, 
an orchard worker found her body only a 
few hundred feet off the road, her head 
crushed by a piece of concrete pipe. A 
local machinist, Larry Mann, was 
arrested a few days later and charged with 
her murder. He was convicted on the 
basis of overwhelming evidence and was 
sentenced to death. 


“THE AVERAGE citizen doesn’t see 
any finality to justice,’’ says Nelson, who 


is angry that the murderer of her 
daughter, three yeas after being 
condemned to death, is_ still alive. 


““You’re hearing more and more about 
people taking things into their own hands. 
They feel the system is failing them.”’ 


Racism on death row 

The state of Florida has become a 
virtual legal proving ground for the death 
penalty debate. Of the 1,231 convicts 
currently on death row in America, 202 
of them are in Florida prisons, more than 
in any other state. With over 98,000 
violent crimes and 1,500 murders a year 
in Florida, 90 percent of the people favor 


capital punishment. 


One of the 10 percent who do not is 
Scharlette Holdman, director of the 
Florida Clearing House on Criminal 
Justice and known in Florida as ‘‘the 
mistress of delay.’’ She is almost single- 
handedly responsible for prolonging the 
lives of many death-row convicts, often 
through last-minute legal maneuvering. 
She is an unpopular woman. 


“PM NOT sure I was absolutely 
against the death penalty until 1974,” 
recalls Holdman, ‘‘when I went to death 
row and found 50 people there. Of those 
50, I think 38 of them were black. And of 
those 38, about 25 were there for raping 
white women.’ 


The problem Holdman alludes to was 
addressed by the United States Supreme 
Court in 1972 when, in the case of Furman 
v. Georgia, it decreed that the death 
penalty, as it was administered by the 
laws then in existence, was discriminatory 
and capricious and therefore constituted 
the ‘‘cruel and unusual punishment’’ 
forbidden by the Eighth Amendment. 


Proponents of the death penalty 
responded by pointing out that this was 
not an attack on-capital punishment itself 
but only on the manner in which sentences 
were given out, and promptly set about 
the task of drafting new state laws that 
answered the objections raised by the 
court majority opinion. What was 
needed, the death-penalty proponents 
said, were statutes blind to class, color 


and sex. 


IN 1976, the Supreme Court ruled that 
the new laws enacted by Florida, Texas 
and Georgia provided sufficient 
provisions eliminating arbitrariness and 
.discrimination and were therefore 
constitutional. Whether that is true, in 
fact critics still allude to a 
disproportionate percentage of blacks on 
death row and to such unequal sentences 
as those delivered to Benjamin Ng and 
Willie Mak — still, six months after the 
1976 Supreme Court decision, Gary 
Gilmore became the first American 
executed in a decade. To date, over a 
dozen other convicts have died — they 
were gassed, electrocuted and a few died 
from lethal injection, 


But legality or constitutionality is not 
the same as morality — as Catholics, 
veteran opponents of abortion-on- 
demand, learned long ago. Even some of 
the justices who upheld the 
constitutionality of capital punishment 
are personally opposed to it. 


Chief Justice Burger, in his 1972 
dissenting opinion, said that if he were a 
legislator making a political judgment 
rather than a judge making a 
constitutional one, he would vote either to 
abolish capital punishment or restrict it to 
a small category of the most heinous 
crimes. 


MUCH RELIGIOUS opposition to 
capital punishment stems from the same 
pacifist currents that motivate today’s 
anti-military movements. Life, say 
pacifists, is a moral absolute, an 
inalienable individual right that cannot be 
taken away by the state under any 
circumstances. 


“* “Thou shalt not kill’ is the shortest of 
the Ten Commandments,’’ said former 
Senator Harold Huges (D.-Iowa) in 
1974, ‘‘(It) is uncomplicated by 
qualification or exception....It is as clear 
and awesomely commanding as_ the 
powerful thrust of chain lightning out of 
dark summer sky.”’ 


The official teaching of the Catholic 
Church, however, has never been pacifist 
and has long denied that life is an absolute 
value. The Church has traditionally 
rejected the well-intentioned 
fundamentalism of pacifists who say that 
the Bible commands ‘‘You shall not kill’’ 
and that settles the matter. For one thing, 
the Bible doesn’t say that (the actual 
Hebrew of the Decalogue is lo tirtzach, 
“*You shall not murder’’). Even if it did, 
Catholic ethics have never béen based 

please see next page 
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Death penalty 


Continued from page 6 


solely on the imperatives of the Mosaic 
Law but rather on the discernment of the 
demands of charity in concrete 
circumstances. 


‘*Praiseworthy to kill’’ 

Frequently the demands of charity 
require difficult choices. The value of 
peace frequently is in conflict with that of 
justice, the value of life in conflict with 
that of freedom or of human dignity. 
Catholic moralists have traditionally 
taught that, in these situations of 
conflicting goods and threatening evils, 
one must act as best as one can for the 
common good. 


Similarly, the Church has always 
sanctioned the use of lethal force by police 
and the defense forces of sovereign 
governments, under strict conditions and 
provided the good to be gained outweighs 
the evil that must be indirectly caused. 
This principle was reiterated as recently 
as the United States bishops’ pastoral 
letter on war and peace in 1983. 

IT IS NOT surprising, therefore, that 
at their 1980 national meeting the United 
States bishops stated that, in principle, 
‘the state has the right to take the life of a 
person guilty of a serious crime.”’ 


The bishops followed St. Thomas in 


arguing that, under social conditions in ~ 


which society cannot be protected from a 
remorseless killer (the Wild West, for 
example, where prisons were almost 
nonexistent), then, as St. Thomas said, 
“it is praiseworthy and advantageous that 
(such a criminal) be killed...to safeguard 
the common good.”’ 


Naive liberals? 
Times change, however, as do social 
conditions. 


‘‘The Supreme Court says the ban on 
‘cruel and unusual’ punishment must 
draw its meaning from ‘evolving 
standards of decency,’ ’’ noted 
conservative columnist George Will, 
himself an opponent of capital 
punishment, shortly after the court 
reinstituted the death penalty in 1976. 
‘Those standards do evolve: the First 
Congress passed a statute prescribing 39 
lashes for larceny, and one hour in the 
pillory for perjury. And one prescient 
congressman opposed the ‘cruel and 
unusual’ clause because it might someday 
be construed to ban such ‘necessary’ 
punishments as ear-cropping.”’ 


BECAUSE THE United States is no 
longer a wild land of outlaws and isolated 
settlements, and because it can afford to 
maintain a prison system, some 
opponents of capital punishment argue 
the death penalty is no longer a necessary 
social defense. This is the conclusion of 
the United States bishops: ‘‘We believe 
that in the conditions of contemporary 
America, the legitimate purposes of 
punishment do not justify the imposition 
of the death penalty.’’ 


Those who favor capital punishment, 
however, are unimpressed by this vision 
of a progressive, non-violent America. 
The savagery and casual disregard for 
human life that existed in the days of Jesse 
James still exist in America, these people 
say. To believe otherwise is to live in a 
suburban dreamworld, far from the nexus 
of violence and crime. 


J.D. Autry walked in the Sak-n-Pak in 
Port Arthur, Texas, one night three years 
ago; when the cashier asked for money to 
pay for $2.78 six-pack of beer, Autry shot 
her right between the eyes with a stolen 
.38 calibre Smith & Wesson. He was 
executed by lethal injection on March 14, 
1984, after having once been granted a 
stay of execution — just half an hour 
before he was first scheduled to die. 


J.-D. AUTRY’S crime is not even 
unusual in its barbarity. In fact, by some 
yardsticks it is almost antiseptic, 
mercifully quick. The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre-type crimes that were the stuff 
of horror movies do in fact occur: people 
are cut up slowly, bit by bit; or a man 
gouges out a six-year-old girl’s eyes 
before raping and strangling her. 


eb 


Such crimes have become legendary, 
the perpetrators interviewed on late-night 
talk shows or featured on the cover of 
Newsweek: Charles Manson, the Boston 
Strangler, Ted Bundy, Son of Sam, the 
Hillside Strangler. 


The annual murder rate in the United 
States over the last two decades has 
doubled, from 5.1 murders per 100,000 
people in 1960 to 10.2 murders in 1980. 
This is a higher rate than even the 
sectarian violence in Northern Ireland, 
and five times the per-capita murder rate 
for Canada. 


IN SOME USS. cities, the murder rate 
is so high it competes with the casualty 
figures of some wars. In Detroit, for 
example, the annual murder rate of 42.4 
deaths per 100,000 people is twice that of 
the number of deaths caused by the 
German bombing of London between 
1940 and 1945. 


‘“Many liberals in our country, by their 
naive ideas about quick rehabilitation and 
by their support for judicial discretion in 
sentencing, have done much to create 
demand. for the death penalty they 
abhor,’’ says Mary Meehan, an opponent 
of capital punishment who lives in 
Washington, D.C. 


‘*People are right to be alarmed when 
judges give light sentences for murder 
and other violent crimes. It is reasonable 
for them to ask: ‘Suppose some crazy 
judge lets him out, and members of my 
family are his next victims?’ The 
inconsistency of the judicial system leads 
many to support the death penalty,” 
Meehan added. 


ONE OF MEEHAN’S $s strongest 
reasons for opposing capital punishment 
is that, whatever the effect the death 


penalty may have on potential murderers, | 


it definitely has a negative effect on the 
whole population. 


“Thomas Macauley said of the 
Puritans that they ‘hated bear-baiting, 
not because it gave pain to the bear, but 
because it gave pleasure to the 
spectators,’ ’’ Meehan writes in America 
magazine. 


It is a point well taken. While J.D. 
Autry was being strapped for the first 
time to a white gurney inside the Texas 
prison known as the Walls, awaiting his 
soon-to-be-postponed execution by lethal 
injection, a jubilant crowd of Texas 
college students stood vigil with signs that 
read ‘‘This Bud’s for You’’ and chanted 
“Kill him! Kill him!’’ When Gary 
Gilmore was sentenced to death by firing 
squad, the Utah prison system was 
flooded with requests for participation in 
the execution. 


Blood fever 
By reinstituting the death penalty, 
Meehan and others argue, American 
politicians will only help fan the blood 
fever and lack of respect for life that result 
in such murder rates and in the millions 
of abortions performed each year. 


Supporters of capital punishment 
disagree, of course, alleging that death- 
penalty opponents are confusing the cause 
with the cure. The lack of respect for 
human life that exists in the Unites States 
is caused, at least in part — it is argued — 
by not having the death penalty or by not 
having used it enough. The so-called 
“‘blood fever,’’ as was seen in the 
demonstration of Texans outside J.D. 
Autry’s prison, arises precisely because 
executions do not occur. 


_ JUSTICE IS constantly thwarted and 
manipulated, and consequently the only 
emotion is one of righteous indignation or 
frustration. 


“Most human beings feel restless if 
there is no moral order,’’ says Catholic 
theologian Michael Novak. ‘‘They feel 


‘discontent. Their spirit feels dissatisfied. 
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Something is ‘not right. 


‘Capital punishment is a liturgical act. 
Its purpose is to reassert the moral order 
of the community,’’ Novak said. 


MANY CHRISTIANS who are 
opposed to the death penalty scoff at such 
talk of ‘‘reestablishing the moral order,’’ 
insisting that it is merely a fancy 
philosophical rationalization for 
vengeance. The purpose of punishment 
in a civilized society is rehabilitation and 
not retribution, these people say. Society 
puts people in prison if they are 
dangerous to themselves or others; but 
once it becomes clear that a person is no 
longer a threat, then he or she should be 
released. 


Many people ask if this is just. If Lt. 
William Calley’s attorneys proved that he 
posed no threat whatsoever to American 
society, and yet he oversaw the massacre 
of an entire Vietnamese village, should he 
have been simply released? Did the 
Israelis have any right to disturb the 
peaceful retirement of Nazi Adolf 
Eichmann in Buenos Aires, since it was 
clear that he would gas no more Jews and 
was no danger to the state of Israel? Was 
just a bestial thirst for vengeance behind 
the American people’s anger over 
Richard Nixon’s pardon by Gerald Ford? 


What is clear is that the question of 
justice, an ethical and legal problem, is 
quite distinct from the question of 


_ deterrence, which is a statistical or factual 


problem. 


ADOLF EICHMANN’S execution by 
the Israeli government may not deter 
future generations of fascists, but it may 
have been just. Eichmann personally 
oversaw the extermination of millions of 
human beings, and the notion that the 
only response civilized society should 
have permitted itself was to place him in a 
prison rehabilitation program and 
attempt to “‘cure’’ him fills many people 
with disgust. 

Still the debate rages. 


Many Christians are perplexed. When 
Christ was confronted by a lynch mob 
preparing to stone a woman to death for 
adultery, he asked, ‘‘Who among you is 
without sin?”’ (John 8:7). But when Peter 
attempted to leap to Christ’s defense in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, he said, 
‘*Those who live by the sword will die by 
the sword” (Matt. 26:52). Was this 
merely a simple statement of fact — as 
when Christ said ‘‘the poor will be with 
you always’? — or was it an implicit 
sanction of capital punishment? What 
would Christ have done if, instead of 
bringing a woman before him accused of 
adultery, the community had brought a 
man who slit the throats of little boys? 


THE CAPITAL punishment issue 
cuts across political and social lines. Some 
ultraconservatives who, although 
hardliners on every other issue, believe 
that Christ would never approve of 
putting people to death, denying them the 
chance of conversion, no matter how 
remote. Some liberals favor gun control 
and prison reform and yet believe that 
there are some crimes so heinous that 
execution is the only way to serve justice. 


According to two recent national 
opinion surveys — one conducted by the 
National Opinion Research Center at the 
University of Chicago, the other by 
George Gallop — fully three quarters of 
American people favor capital 
punishment for murder. Catholics — 
despite what the United States bishops 
say — are a little more likely to favor 
capital punishment than Protestants. 


Whatever one’s opinion on the matter, 
the capital punishment issue touches a 
very delicate nerve in almost everyone. It 
reflects the deepest beliefs of the 
community — on justice, on the essence 
of Christianity, on the purpose and 
function of government, on the kind of 
world human beings live in. And whether 
one believes in the death penalty, one 
thing is almost certain: With the appeals 
running out for the 1,200 convicts on 
death row, execution will undoubtedly 
become a much more common event. 


Reprinted with permission from Salt, 
published by Claretian Publications, 221 W. 
Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 60606. 
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Spring batch of new anti- 


By Stephenie Overman 
NC News Service 


A spring batch of new anti-Catholic posters is cropping 
up in editors’ mailboxes and on abandoned buildings 
across the United States. 


More than 40 editors of diocesan newspaper around the 
United States reported receiving the posters, which accuse 
the Vatican of being behind violent schemes to rule the 
world. 


BUILDINGS IN several cities have been plastered 
with the black-and-white posters accented with yellow and 
red, and daily newspapers have received copies. The new 
posters are reminiscent of an initial set of anti-Catholic 
posters that appeared a year ago and eventually were 
sighted in every region of the country. 


In Chattanooga, Tenn., two people were arrested 
March 16 for putting up the posters. Chattanooga police 
spokesman Lt. Doug Fisher said they were arrested ‘‘for 
violating a city ordinance against defacing public 
property...they were not arrested for their religious 
convictions.”’ 


If convicted of the misdemeanor, the two, John Kolbek 
and William Wattles, face a maximum 30-day sentence 
and a $50 fine. Fisher said Wattles gave Los Angeles as 
his address and Kolbek listed only Arkansas. Neither gave 
any business or group affiliation. 


THE NEW posters have been spotted on walls in 
Atlanta, Miami, Dallas and Nashville, Tenn., and 


St. Didacus Church 


4772 Felton St., San Diego, CA 92116 


284-3472 
Holy Week Services 1985 


Passion Sunday March 31 Masses follow Sunday schedule, with palms blessed and distributed at all 
Masses. Monday-Wednesday of Holy Week Masses at 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Holy Thursday, 
April 4 Mass 8:00 a.m. (for those who cannot take part in the Solemn Evening Service); Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper: 6:00 p.m. followed by procession to the Altar of Repose and Adoration until 10:00 p.m. 
Good Friday, April 5 A day of Fast and Abstinence; 12:00 Noon-12:30 p.m. visits to Church and 


private Stations of the Cross; 


12:30 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. the film entitled ‘‘Son of God’’ will be shown. 2:00 p.m. Solemn Liturgy of the 
Lord’s Passion and Death and Holy Communion. 7:30 p.m. Live Stations of the Cross by our Youth 
Group, followed by Veneration of the Cross. Holy Saturday, April 6 (No 5:00 p.m. Mass) Easter Vigil 
Mass 6:00 p.m. This includes the Service of Light, The Liturgy of the Word, The Liturgy of Baptism 
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. (This service will last approximately 90 minutes). Easter Sunday 
Masses 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m. Confessions; Holy Thursday: 3:30-5:00 
p-m., Good Friday: 3:30-5:00 p.m., Holy Saturday: 3:00-5:00 p.m., 8:00-8:30 p.m. 


Washington, D.C. In the nation’s capital, a poster 
appeared in mid-March on the door of the headquarters 
building for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and U.S. Catholic Conference. 


Most of the diocesan editors who reported that they 
received the posters said they arrived in the mail March 
18 along with a short unsigned message. According to the 
posters the Vatican controls the news media, the public 
school system, federal and state government agencies, the 
judicial system, the United Nations, ‘‘the one world 
church,’’ the post office and telephone company and 
organized crime. The Vatican also controls 
“communism, socialism, the Nazi party, fascism, etc.,”’ 
it says. 

Michael Schwartz, director of public affairs for the 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, said the 
posters are similar to the wave of anti-Catholic posters 
that appeared last spring. 


“IF THIS becomes a seasonal event the situation will 
only get worse,’’ he said. At least six Catholic churches 
were vandalized after the signs began appearing a year 
ago, he said, adding that he believes the anti-Catholic 
bigotry could lead to violence. 


““They’re gross lies and at one level you can laugh at 
them,’’ Schwartz said of the accusations. But he said he 
believes gross lies make more subtle ones ‘‘look 
respectable’’ by comparison. He called on public officials 
to speak out against the bigotry. 


4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 


HOLY 


CROSS 


CEMETERY & 


MAUSOLEUM 


May the peace and the 
joy of the risen Christ be 
yours at Easter and 
throughout the whole 


year. 


Although no group claimed responsibility for the 
posters, Schwartz said all the circumstantial evidence 
points to the Tony and Susan Alamo Foundation in 
Alma, Ark. The allegations on the posters match ones 
Tony Alamo has made in the past, according to Schwartz. 


MOST EDITORS reported that the posters they 
received were postmarked Little Rock, Ark., but some 
reported postmarks of Tulsa, Okla. Alma is midway 
between Little Rock and Tulsa. 


Schwartz said Alamo is saying the same thing he said 
when the last wave of anti-Catholic posters appeared. 
“‘He’s neither confirming nor denying. He says he wants 
to be as mysterious as the Vatican,’’ Schwartz said. 


When last spring’s batch of posters appeared Alamo 
told the National Catholic News Service that he agreed 
with their anti-Vatican accusations but would not say 
whether he had distributed them. 


LAST YEAR, after the appearance of the posters, the 
Tony and Susan Alamo Christian Foundation published a 
pamphlet, ‘‘The Pope’s Secrets,’ which claims the 
Vatican controls the United Nations, White House, 
Congress, Supreme Court, Internal Revenue Service, 
FBI, law enforcement and most of the network radio and 
television. 


Schwartz said that when Alamo published ‘‘The Pope’s 
Secrets’? he promised a sequel and the new posters are 
“the product he promised last summer.”’ 


St. John’s Church 
1638 Polk Ave., San Diego, CA 


Wednesday, April 3, 1985 CONFESSIONS: 4:30 to 5:20 p.m. 
Holy Thursday, April 4, Mass and Communion at 8:00 a.m. Mass at 5:30 p-m. with 
Adoration at Altar of Repose until 9:00 p.m. CONFESSIONS: 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.; 


Good Friday, April 5, Solemn Liturgical Afternoon Services of Our Lord’s Passion 
and Death will start with Scriptural Readings, Singing of the Solemn Prayers and 
Adoration of the Cross at 12:15 p.m. Communion may be received at this Service. 
CONFESSIONS: 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

Holy Saturday, April 6, CONFESSIONS: 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.; 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Easter Vigil Ceremonies will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Masses: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 


“I am The Resurrection and The Life; whoever 
believes in me, though he should die, will come to life; 
and whoever is alive and believes in me will never die.” 


4470 Hilltop Drive, San Diego, California, 264-3127 
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Easter Schedule 


1e 
EC) 
in 
eS 
Be 
“ The Immaculata 
Ly Alcala Park, San Diego 92110 
293-3358 
d re % Holy Thursday: Mass — 7:30 p.m. followed by 
1. Adoration until Midnight 
. Good Friday: Outdoor Stations of the Cross — Noon; 
Lord’s Passion — 7:30 p.m. 
2 Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil — 7:30 p.m. 
‘ Easter Sunday: Mass — 9 and 11 a.m. 
Y 
e 
a 
e 
: %y Be Uta te — : puoto by Susan 
d Mary, Star of the Sea Church SILVER ANNIVERSARY — Father Harold Gene Dougherty (right), a priest of the San Diego diocese who has 
7727 Girard Ave., La Jolla, CA 92037 worked as a missionary in Bolivia for more than 20 years, celebrated his 25th anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood March 19. Bishop Leo T. Maher (center) and about 30 concelebrants offered a Mass at St. Vincent 
; 454-2631 Church in Mission Hills honoring Father Dougherty. At left is Father Frank McDonnell, a diocesan priest who is 
Holy Thursday Low Mass at 8 a.m.; Concelebrated Mass and principal Mercy Hospital chaplain and a retired Navy captain. Deacon of the Mass was Deacon Jack Corrao and 
Procession to the Altar of Repose at 5:15 p.m.; Visits to the homilist was Deacon Michael Newman. 
Repository until 10 p.m.; Spanish Mass 7:30 p.m. — Parish 
Center. 
Good Friday 12 Noon — ‘‘The Seven Last Words of Christ’’ 
and Solemn Liturgical Service. (Communion at this Service 
only). Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. Stations and 
Veneration of the Cross (Spanish 5:00 p.m.) (English 7:30 p.m.) 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Service and Mass at 5 p.m.; Mass Fosannah! Blessed, is Yl who comes int the. 
in Spanish at 7:30 p.m. Mame of 1 ford. 
ay & Easter Sunday Masses at 7, 8, 9, 10 (High Mass), 1! a.m. 12 
We vs noon and 5 p.m. fi 
Confessions Tuesday: 7:30 p.m. Penance Service in Church; 
Friday: 2-3:30 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m.; Saturday: 2-4 p.m. 
Mission San Luis Rey 
4070 Mission Ave. St. Vincent De Paul Church St. Michael Parish 
San Luis Rey, Ca 92068 4077 Ibis St., San Diego, 92103 2615 Homedale St., San Diego, CA 92139 
757-3250 299-3881 
a Palm Sunday (Regular Sunday Schedule) 9:00 a.m. Mass HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE EASTER SCHEDULE 


Saturday March 30; Blessing of palms: 5:30 p.m. 


Outdoors in front of the Parish Center (Procession begins from 
Palm Sunday Masses: 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. 


the Mission Church) Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (April 1, 


rs) 


2, 3) Masses: 7:00, 8:00 11:00 a.m. (Parish Chapel) 
Holy Thursday Masses: 7:00, 8:00, 11:00 a.m. (Parish 
Chapel); 7:30 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper (Mission Church) 
Good Friday Liturgy: 1:00 and 7:30 p.m. (Mission Church) 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Liturgy and Mass: 7:30 p.m. 
(Mission Church) (No 5:30 p.m. Mass) 

Easter Sunday 6:00 a.m. Outdoor Sunrise Mass and 9:00 a.m. 
Outdoor Mass (At the Mission’s Outdoor Cross); 7:30 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon and 7:30 p.m. 


Holy Family Church 
1957 Coolidge St., San Diego, 92111 


April 4: Holy Thursday-Communal 7:00 p.m., 
Celebration of the Institution of the Eucharist 

April 5: Good Friday, 7 Last Words (Meditation) 
12:30-1:30 p.m.; Living Stations 2:00 p.m.; English 
Liturgy 5:30 p.m, HALL; Spanish Liturgy 5:30 
CHURCH; Vietnamese Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 

April 6: Easter Vigil — Communal celebrations of the 
Resurrection 7:00 p.m. 

April 7: Resurrection Sunday — 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., English; 12:00 Noon, Spanish; 3:00 p.m., 
Vietnamese. 


Immaculate Conception 
Old Town — San Diego 92110 


295-4148 


Holy Thursday 4:00-5:00 p.m.: Penance Service 

7:30 p.m.: Solemn Mass and The Lord’s Supper 

Good Friday Noon: Stations of the Cross 

2 p.m.: Solemn Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Jesus and 
Holy Communion 

4-5 p.m.: Penance Service , 
7:30 p.m.: Stations of the Cross and Veneration, Relic of the 
True Cross 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil — 5 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Masses at’ 7:30, 8:30, 9:45, 11 a.m. 12:15 p.m. 
No evening Mass. : 


‘ 


Holy Saturday Vigil Mass 8:00 p.m. April 6 
Easter Sunday Masses: 
7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 & 6:00 p.m. 


Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday: Masses: 6:30, 8 a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. 

Holy Thursday Confessions: 4 to 5 p.m.; Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 8 a.m., 7:30 p.m.; Adoration until midnight. 

Good Friday Private Worship: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Liturgy of 
Good Friday 2 and 7:30 p.m.; Confessions: 4-5 p.m. 

Holy Saturday Confessions: 10-11 a.m.; 4-5 p.m.; Mass of the 
Resurrection: 7:30 p.m. Fulfills Easter obligation 

Easter Sunday Masses: 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. 


Sacred Heart Church 
Seventh Street and C Ave., Coronado, 92118 


HOLY WEEK SERVICES — 1985 
Palm Sunday — March 31 Blessing of the Palms and Procession 
Saturday, March 30, 5:30 p.m., Sunday, March 31, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
Masses Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; April 1, 2, 3 Daily Masses — 
6:30 and 8:00 a.m. 
Holy Thursday — April 4 7:30 p.m. — Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper; 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament after Mass to 10:00 p.m. 


All Hallows Parish 
6602 La Jolla Scenic Dr. South 
La Jolla, CA 92037 


Holy Week and Easter 1985 


Good Friday — April 5 3:00 and 7:30 p.m. — Commemoration of 7:30 p.m 
Passion and Holy Communion. (Good Friday is a day of fast and Holy Thursday ) si ahs 
abstinence) Good Friday 1:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
Holy Saturday — April 6 7:30 p.m. — Easter Vigil Mass (This fulfills 

your Easter Sunday obligation). THERE WILL NOT BE A 5:30 P.M. Holy Saturday 7:30 p.m. 


MASS ON HOLY SATURDAY. CONFESSIONS WILL NOT BE 
HEARD ON HOLY SATURDAY. 

Easter Sunday — April 7 Regular Sunday Schedule of Masses: 7:30 
a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12 Noon 

Reconciliation Services (Confessions) Tuesday, April 2 — Penance 
Service at 7:30 p.m.; Holy Thursday, April 4 — 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; 
Good Friday, April 5 — 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Confessions will not be 
heard on Holy Saturday, April 6. 


Easter Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12 Noon 


Our Lady of Angels 
656 24th St., San Diego, CA 92102 


ei Easter Greetings from 
Wednesday, March 27, 5:30 p.m. Communal Rite of 


Reconciliation (bilingual), followed by soup and bread in hall. 

Palm Sunday, March 31 Masses: 5:30 p.m. (Sat.), 8:00, 9:30, 

11:00 (Spanish), 12:30, 6:00 p.m. (Spanish). All Masses begin in 4 ? 

front of the rectory with Bleside and Sewien to Charch. St. Gabriel S, Poway 
Holy Thursday, April 4 7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

and washing of feet, (bilingual). : 

Good Friday, April 5 12:00-3:00 p.m. Solemn Three Hours 

with Communion Service at 2:30 Ai. (English); 7:30 p.m. Fr. Charles Dollen 
Devotions and Communion (Spanish). 

Holy Saturday, April 6 3:00-5:00 p.m Rite of Reconciliation 

(Confessions). 7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass (bilingual). 

Easter Sunday, April 7 Masses: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 (Spanish) 

12:30 and 6:00 p.m. (Spanish). 
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~ Roman ‘subjection’ 
opposed by Chinese 


By Lilly F. Janet 

COCHIN, India (NC) — A ‘‘church ‘of Roman 
tradition’’ exists in China, but it is ‘‘not interested in 
subjecting itself to Rome,”’ said Bishop K.H. Ting of the 
Patriotic Association of Chinese Catholics, the 
government-approved Catholic church. 

Bishop Ting, who headed an 11-member Chinese 
church delegation to India in early March, told National 
Catholic News Service that around ‘‘700 or 800’’ Roman 
Catholic parishes are being reopened in his country. 


“*IN 1949 there were three million Roman Catholics,’’ 
the bishop said. ‘‘Now there are more.”’ 

However, he said, ‘‘there is no church in China which 
is interested in subjection to Rome. No such church exists 
as a group.”’ 


**There may be people’’ interested he added. “China 
peop ? 
1s a vast country.”’ 


‘*IF THERE is an underground church, how are we to 
know about it?’’ asked Han Wen Zoo, associate general 


secretary of the China Christian Council. ‘““Then it will _ 


not be underground anymore.”’ 


Bishop Ting is president of the China Christian 
Council and principal of Nanking Union Theological 
Seminary. He said Patriotic Catholics have no political 
relations with the Chinese government. 


““We are a people’s organization,’’ he said. ‘‘We are 
entirely self-supporting. We receive contributions from all 
our members. The government doesn’t interfere.’’ 


THE CHINESE delegation’s visit to India was at the 
invitation of India’s National Council of Churches. 


“*The heritage of the Indian church is much richer than 
ours,’’ Bishop Ting said. ‘“The Indian church has a very 
ancient history. Christians in China want to learn from 
the rich experiences of the Indian church.’’ 


Since the Communist takeover in 1949, the Chinese 
government has refused to accept any ties to the Holy 
See. 


POPE JOHN Paul II has made several efforts to 
establish contact with Chinese Catholics. In July 1984 he 
told members of the Taiwan-based Regional Episcopal 
Conference of China he hoped ‘‘it may soon be possible to 
re-establish’’ unity with Chinese Catholics. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE — Bishop Leo T. Maher delivered the invocation and benediction at a March 21 
memcrial service for slain drug enforcement agent, Enrique Camarena, at El Camino Memorial Park. A choir 


from St. Pius X, Chula Vista, sang at the service that was attended by family, friends and law enforcement 
agents. Father Edward Kaicher, of the diocesan youth office, also attended. 


Science gains can help faith, pope says 


By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Scientific progress can 
stimulate faith, Pope John Paul II said March 20 during 
his weekly general audience. 


““The immense progress made by modern science in 
coming to understand the physical universe,’’ the pope 
said, can ‘‘serve as a stimulus to faith in God or at least to 
the recognition of the mystery of creation.’’ 


THE POPE, who has encouraged scientific efforts 
through the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, stressed the 
relationship between knowledge of God and observations 
of the physical universe. 


“‘The visible world,’’ he said, ‘‘constitutes for the 
human intellect the basis for affirming the existence of the 
invisible Creator.’’ He added that ‘‘the Church teaches 
that even before a person professes belief in God, he or 
she is capable of knowing God by the natural light of 
human reason.”’ 


The pope also said that even those who profess non- 
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belief in God really know Him as the beginning and end 
of everything. 


“EVEN THE non-believer is capable of a certain 
knowledge of God on the natural level,’’ he said, citing 
the non-believer’s capacity ‘‘of recognizing God as the 
first cause and the final end of all things.”’ 


‘Although this purely rational knowledge is different 
from the knowledge that comes through faith,’’ the pope 
added, “‘it can prepare the way for faith’s deeper 
knowledge, in which we have access to the mystery of the 
intimate life of God.”’ ; 


The pope delivered his remarks to pilgrims from 
several nations in the Paul VI audience hall and to youths 
from Italy in St. Peter’s Basilica. 


DURING HIS talk to youths, the pope stressed the 
witness to life and to the future inherent in young people. 
He encouraged them to realize their ideals and follow the 
vocation to which they are called by God for their own 
good and ‘‘for a more just society and a holier Church.”’ 


“Your future,’’ the pope added, ‘‘will greatly depend 
on the commitment and efforts of your youth.”’ 


He also reminded them that on Palm Sunday he will 
host an international gathering of young people at the 
Vatican as part the Vatican’s participation in the U.N. 
international celebration of youths. - 


SEVERAL PILGRIM groups from the United States . 


were among those who greeted the pope in the audience 
hall. Among them were groups from the archdioceses of 
Los Angeles and Philadelphia, and the dioceses of 
Buffalo, N.Y., and Newark, NJ. 
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‘bright future,’ some say 


By Ana Rodriguez-Soto 


MIAMI (NC) — Despite its stormy present, the future 
of religious life in the United States looks bright, speakers 
said at a national convention of diocesan vicars for 
Religious. 


More than 100 vicars, the chief liaisons between local 
bishops and the men and women Religious in their 
dioceses, gathered in Miami March 11-14 for their 19th 
annual conference. 


“T BELIEVE that religious life is undergoing a rebirth 
today,’’ Sister of Charity Kathleen Flanagan, a religious 
studies professor at Barry University.in Miami, told the 
group. That process, she said, is ‘‘positive but painful.’’ 


‘The uprooting necessarily called for by Vatican II, 
the frustration and the doubts, have all taken place in our 
lives in these 20 years (since Vatican II),’’ said 
Presentation Sister Patricia Mulpeters, assistant 
chancellor of the Diocese of San Jose, Calif. 


‘But now,”’ she said, ‘‘there are increasing signs of 


clear water, readiness for a new life.’’ : 


DOMINICAN SISTER Jeanne O’Laughlin, 
president of Barry University, tried to look into the 
Church’s future. She described as one possible scenario a 
church 25 years from now in which women are priests. 


“T think they will be ordained,’’ she said in an 
interview later. ‘‘I don’t think that in enlightened times 
people will continue to deny women the practice of full 
ministry.”’ 

She called it ‘‘a natural evolution’’ and added, ‘‘The 
Church just takes time.”’ 


DIFFICULTIES IN religious life today that Sisters 
Flanagan and Mulpeters highlighted included: 


The sharp decline in new vocations among nuns and 
brothers. 

The rapidly rising median age of Religious and 
escalating costs of caring for the elderly in religious 
communities, a cost being borne by ever fewer young 
Religious. 

Polarization among Religious over the many changes 
in religious life. 

Difficulties of living in community while pursuing 
diversified ministries. ; 

A feeling among some women Religious that they are 
‘‘second-class citizens’’ in the Church. 


Conflicts between U.S. communities and Vatican 
authorities over such issues as the independence of 
religious congregations and the way authority is exercised 
within communities. 


Pornography 
Continued from page 3 

PORNOGRAPHY IS A real overthrowing and 
downfall of moral values. The problem is not so much one 
of ignorance of Christian ethics, but ignorance rather, of 
the meaning, foundation, and criteria of the moral 
attitude. 


Pornography is allowed to flourish because many 
people do not accept the fact that it harms them and 
society. Erotic material masquerades as ‘‘adult 
entertainment.’’ What a misnomer! Pornography is 
nothing more than a graphic depiction of sexual crimes, 
sexual perversion and sexual violence. Pornography is 
seductive; it is objectionable for adults; it is scandalous; it 
is degrading and perverse; it is morally offensive. When it 
incites lust, it is particularly sinful. 

“‘Adult entertainment’’ is a callous and vicious attack 
on human frailty which succumbs only too readily and 
willingly to sexual immorality. The spiritual harm done, 
especially to young souls, is beyond all calculation. 


ALL PEOPLE of good will must fight to counteract 
the evil of pornography. In its role as the protector, the 
state has an obligation to intervene through effective 
legislation. While we support legitimate freedom of the 
press, we-must rid our society of all vile and pornographic 
literature, movies and video cassettes. We must shut off 
this ceaseless flow of moral sewage. 
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NEW ACOLYTES — Four seminarians of the Diocese of San Di 


___ Four acolytes instituted in Belgium 


ego were recently instituted in the Ministry of 


Acolyte by Godfried Cardinal Danneels, archbishop of Malines-Brussels. The four are second-year students at 
the American College of Louvain, a seminary in Belgium sponsored by the bishops of the United States. The 
acolytes (from upper left, clockwise) are Rodrigo Ernesto Valdivia, Steven Francis Callahan, Michael Joseph 


_ Papin and Michael Joseph Shecora. 


Archbishop Thomas Kelly of Louisville, Ky., keynote 
speaker at the conference and a Dominican priest, cited 
similar problems but placed his emphasis on positive 
characteristics of religious life. 


These, he said, include a greater awareness of justice 
and peace issues and commitment to those concerns, a 
deeper spirituality, a deeper sense of identity, and the 
development of ‘‘highly democratic’’ governing 
processes. \ 

DESPITE THE difficulties today, he said, ‘‘a new era 
can come out of what we’ve got. The fact of the matter is, 
there is a new harmony, there is a new sense of 
dedication.”’ 

Archbishop Kelly is one of three bishops on a special 
commission established by Pope John Paul II to study 
religious orders in the United States. 


Sisters Flanagan. and Mulpeters stressed positive 
aspects of the decline in religious vocations, noting that 


lay people are engaging in ministries that were once 
considered the domain of priests and Religious. 


BUT ARCHBISHOP Kelly expressed more concern 
over the lack of new vocations, noting that this was the 
one area in which the pope asked the special commission 


‘to do a specific study. 


Having a trained and active laity is ‘‘a small comfort”’ 
compared with the loss of ‘‘a gift of the Spirit’’ that the 
Church would suffer if it were to lose religious life, he 
said. 


U.S. Religious have included ‘‘some of the great 
evangelizers of the world,’’ he said, ‘‘and that force is 
drastically diminishing. (The pope) doesn’t want to see 
this thing vanish.”’ 


ARCHBISHOP KELLY said current tensions 
between U.S. Religious and the Vatican can often be 
traced to cultural differences. Some of the fault is on the 
other side of the Atlantic, he said, but Americans must 
also recognize that ‘‘we are not always right.’’ 


Poway residents warned of soliciting fraud 


POWAY — The Sheriff's Department in this North 
County community has been alerted to a fraudulent 
solicitation of donations for the St. Gabriel Church 
building fund. 

Father Charles Dollen, pastor of St. Gabriel, said a 
report was filed with the sheriff after he learned of a 
woman, not a parishioner, who was asked to contribute to 
the building fund. She was asked by a woman not 
authorized by the parish to raise funds. 


THE ST. GABRIEL pastor said all funds for the 
estimated $600,000 project have gone through the parish 
office. ‘“‘Nobody is out on the street asking’ for 


donations, he said. 


messages to the leaders. Only $5 yr. Send for free 
sample copy. Life Newsletter, P.O. Box 
19429, S.D. 92119. 
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A permit from the city is needed to solicit donations, 
Father Dollen explained. 


“It’s also good to look for authorization”’ from a pastor 


when being asked to contribute funds to a church, he said. 
f 


IT IS ‘‘odd’’ that the fraudulent solicitation should 
occur at this time, Father Dollen added. ‘‘It’s been six 
months since diocesan approval for the project wa 
given,’’ he said. 
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Serra re-establishes the San Diego mission 


In mid 1776, Fray Junfpero Serra 
sailed south to the desecrated San Diego 
where he hoped to formally re-establish 
the mission. Since it was the dry season of 
the year, favorable to building, he hoped 
to finish the work before the rains began. 


Unfortunately Fernando de Rivera, 
who was also at San Diego, had the work 
suspended when word reached him that 
the Indians were regrouping for another 
attack on the mission. Though it. was 
likely only a rumor, he decided it would 
be better to halt reconstruction, at least 
temporarily. 


ECONOMIC PROBLEMS also 


~*‘existed at San Diego. The mission had no 
food of its own for the padres and the 


neophytes except the surviving cattle. 
Rations for the handful of sailors, soldiers 
and friars were sparse, to say the least. 
Since he was thwarted in his attempt to 
rebuild the mission, Serra found other 
ways to occupy himself at San Diego. He 
gathered and examined church goods 
ruined by fire, among them a silver 
chalice with its paten and spoon. He 
shipped them back to San Fernando 
College for repair or replacement. Many 
of the mission’s articles were still in the 


MX missile- 


Continued from page 1 

Archbishop O’Connor indicated that 
there was a growing weight of evidence 
putting the value of the MX in doubt, but 


_, they did not take the step of making that 


judgment explicitly. : 

In his letter, Bishop Malone took that 
step. ‘‘We believe the MX should be 
classified as ‘a system of dubious value,’”’ 


he wrote. 


CARDINAL BERNARDIN, who 
chaired the committee that wrote the 1983 
war and peace pastoral, declared in his 
public statement that Bishop Malone’s 
letter ‘‘expresses my views on the vote 
facing the U.S. Congress.’’ 


Many strategists think the 
deployment and the Soviet response will 
lead to ‘“‘strikingly more dangerous’’ 
relations, the cardinal said. 


_ He reiterated his view that “‘the poor of 


MX 


BICENTENNIAL 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


hands of the Indians who participated in 
the destruction of the buildings. 


On Sept. 16, 1776, Serra inscribed a 
new baptismal register, writing a concise 
history of the early days at San Diego in 
1769. He later entered the names of the 


our nation have suffered out of all due 
proportion in the budget cuts of the 
1980s.’ He urged that the funds slated 
for the MX should be used for the poor at 
home and ‘‘the hungry of the world.”’ 


ARCHBISHOP O’CONNOR, who as 
former chief of Navy chaplains holds the 
rank of admiral, said that he is committed 
to a sound national defense, but ‘‘I must 
question in conscience expenditures for 
any weapons system judged by 
responsible authorities to risk serious 
destabilization, particularly while 
simultaneously diverting from urgent 
human needs the monies that could do so 
much to alleviate such needs.”’ 


The New York archbishop expressed 
his opposition to the MX in the form of a 
letter to Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D-Texas, 
chairman of the House subcommittee on 
housing development. The archbishop, as 
head of the USCC Committee on Social 
Development and World Peace, had 
testified on housing needs _ before 


SAN DIEGO — The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court St. Colm Cille no. 1835, 
_ will celebrate its silver anniversary March 30 at the Catamaran Hotel. Twelve charter 


members will receive CDA pins for 25 years of participation in the organization. The 12 


are: Mary Brunnhoelzl, Marguerite Dobson, Evelyn Faucher, Janet Gretler, Christine 
Herndon, Madeline Imdicke, Jean Jones, Angie Katolick, Ann Miller, Regina Miranda, 


Jane McKale and Petra Sanchez. 


16 people who had been baptized there. 
Other names were added later, as the 
friars could recall them. 


SERRA SALVAGED the complete 
catechism in the Dieguefio language 
which had been composed by Fray Luis 
Jayme. During his stay in San Diego, 
Serra observed that in each village there 
was an Indian religious instructor and 
many catechists. A large number of 
youngsters knew how to serve Mass and a 
soprano choir sang the Asperges and other 
music ‘‘to perfection.”’ 


In September, military reinforcements 
arrived at San Diego, causing great 
rejoicing at the presidio. Serra had the bells 
rung in honor of the event and, on the 
feast of Saint Michael, he sang a High 
Mass ‘‘for the health and well being’’ of 
the viceroy.” 


Soldiers delivered three letters from 
Bucareli to Serra. The first stated that the 
royal treasury would willingly bear the 
expenses of delivering supplies by land 
and sea for the missions to be founded in 
the San Francisco area. The second said 


Gonzalez’ subcommittee March 7. 


At that time ‘‘you graciously invited 
me to submit further suggestions,”’ 
Archbishop O’Connor wrote. 


‘“‘PERMIT ME to respond by 
observing that, given the years of 
controversy surrounding the MX missile 
system and the arguments advanced 
against the system by a_ significant 


MISSION HELPERS — Enrico Ferro (center, left photo) received a thank-you 
gift from Missions Office representatives for placing fourth in the Christmas seal 


that 25 additional soldiers were being sent 
to California to reinforce the mission 
guards. 


THE THIRD letter, dated April 3, 
1776, ordered that the Indians guilty of 
the November massacre and fire be 
treated with kindness and pardoned, and 
that Missions San Diego and San Juan 
Capistrano were to be re-established. 


Serra passed along the information 
about clemency for the Indians to Rivera 
and thus prevented any further punitive 
action. Rivera gave orders to proceed 
with work at the two sites. He addressed 
the soldiers, urging obedience in assisting 
with the many chores that were 
inseparable from founding a mission. 


The presidente wrote to the viceroy, 
telling him of the ‘‘pleasure, happiness 
and consolation’’ that had resulted from 
his directives. He assured Bucareli that 
‘‘we shall pursue with all our strength the 
work we have begun.”’ 


ONCE MORE fired with zeal and 
energy, Fray Junipero Serra was now 
ready to go forward again. 


number of military experts, it would 
appear that the necessity for and the 
efficacy of the system are sufficiently 
dubious as to warrant that serious 
consideration be given to allocating to 
housing the monies proposed for the 
MX,’’ he wrote. 


campaign led by the office. Ferro is a seventh grader at San Antonio de Pala 
School. Sister Kathleen Corbett, CSJ, of the Missions Office (left in photo at 
right), presented awards to St. Therese Academy students Jennifer Weingham 
and Darin Chin-Aleong. Sister Claveria Horvath, FDC, mission moderator at St. 


Therese Academy (right), looks on.. 


Soup nights and stations part of local response to Lent 


Continued from page 1 

Participants are costumed for the 
performance and a Passion account is 
read. 


Sister Margaret said the drama makes 
the Stations of the Cross more meaningful 
for the congregation and is ‘‘a tearjerker 
because they see Christ being crucified’’ 
during the presentation. 

A few parishes sponsored Lenten ‘soup 
nights.’ Soup and bread were served and 
those who attended were asked to eat less 


than their fill to experience the feeling of 


going to bed hungry. 


AT ST. RITA parish soup night, 

* participants were asked to donate the cost 

of their normal evening meal to the St. 

Vincent de Paul Center. Other parishes’ 

soup nights also collected money for the 
poor. 


Besides soup, several parishes host 
‘*fish fries’’ during Lent. Like Church of 
the Most Precious Blood in Chula Vista, 
most parishes serve fish dinners Friday 
evenings, the day Catholics are asked to 
abstain from eating meat. 


Diocesan elementary schools held a - 


number of religious activities for students 
during Lent. 


ST. MARY School, Escondido, has 
_ held Stations of the Cross every Friday. 
Each class prepared one service, said 
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Arlene Allie, the schoo! principal. 


One service was held on the school’s 
playground, she said. ‘‘Children dressed 
as Mary, Jesus and the apostles’ and 
moved for each station, Allie added. 


On Ash Wednesday, St. Mary’s 
students placed Lenten promises written 
on pieces of paper on a wooden cross 
which has stood inside the church 
throughout Lent, the principal added. 
The cross reminds students of their 
Lenten promises and is a symbol for the 
parish community, she said. 


AT ST. CHARLES Borromeo School, 
students participated in Stations of the 
Cross on Fridays. Each class prepared 
something different for each service, 
Sister Joseph Olchawa, FDC, parish 
director of religious education, said. One 
class had a slide show and another class 
wrote a prayer for each station, she said. 


Students at Vincent Memorial High 
School in Calexico celebrated additional 
school and class Masses during Lent, said 
Stephen Koehler, the school’s principal. 


Koehler explained that, since there is 
no priest on the school’s staff, students are 
encouraged to attend services at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe parish. 


LENTEN PRAYER services have 
been held Wednesday evenings during 
Lent at the University of San Diego, said’ 
Father Michael McKay, director of 
campus ministry. Each service was 
different, he said. 


Ash Wednesday’s service was Stations 
of the Cross, Father McKay said. A 
Vespers service, agape, reconciliation 
service, sacred music and _ scripture 
reading and a seder meal made up the rest 
of the services, he said. 

Many parishes, like Ascension in 
Tierrasanta, scheduled communal 
penance services. 


AT BLESSED Sacrament parish a 
Mass of Anointing was held March 26. 
The parish schedules two Masses of 
Anointing every year, during Lent and 
Advent. 


‘‘We anoint all those who want to be 
anointed, especially the elderly and the 


sick,’ Father William Mooney, the 
pastor, said. The parish bus transports 
people to the Mass which is attended by 
over 400 people, he said. 


Father Mooney explained that the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
‘*doesn’t have to be done just at death”’ 
but can be used to ‘‘prepare one for 
death.’’ Sometimes receiving the 
sacrament helps the sick ‘‘get better’’ and 
gives them a ‘‘psychological uplift,’’ he 
added. 

FATHER MOONEY said he 
celebrates the Mass of Anointing during 
Lent because the season provides a time 
for people to ‘‘receive a sacrament they 
wouldn’t normally receive.”’ 


God helps gymnast Mary Lou Retton 


By Sam Lucero 


SALT LAKE CITY (NC) — As a 
child at St. Anthony’s parish in Fairmont, 
W. Va., Mary Lou Retton performed 
somersaults in church after Sunday Mass. 

At the University of Utah Special 
Events Center in Salt Lake City it was the 
sellout crowd of 15,000 that tumbled for 
the teen-age gold medal winner. 

RETTON’S PERFORMANCE here 
was part of a national tour which brought 
together 18 of America’s best male and 
female gymnasts. 

Retton, Sports Illustrated’s female 
athlete of the year for 1984, won the gold 
medal in overall gymnastics competition 


at last year’s Summer Olympics in Los 
Angeles. ; 


She delivered three routines on the 
balance beam, the vault and the’ floor 
exercise. During the floor exercise 
someone shouted, ‘“‘Hey Mary Lou, flash 
us a Wheaties smile,’’ causing her to 
break into the famous grin featured on 
breakfast food boxes around the country. 


AT A _ post-performance press 
conference, Retton was asked if her faith 
played a role in her gymnastics success. 


? 


‘Sure it has,’’ she said. ‘‘I say my 
prayers every night and thank God for 
everything I have. Sure, He’s a big part 
Of it. 
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Song describes 
a search for love 


I Want To Know What Love Is re- 
establishes Foreigner’s musical 
popularity. I liked the song the first time I 
heard it and decided then I would review 
it in this column. The song’s power lies 
both’ in the style of its musical 
composition and in its message. 


The song describes a search for love. As 
one reads between the lines, there is a 
sense that the singer has met many of 
love’s counterfeits. Real love has 
remained distant though ‘‘through the 
clouds I see love shine.’’ 


Apparently a new relationship is 
breaking through the past cycle. Now is 
the time to learn, feel and understand 
what love is. 


How would you answer the song’s 
plea? Love’s mystery makes any complete 
answer impossible, but there are a few 
points that might be made. 


Most -people would agree that love is a 
feeling, but it also is much more than a 
feeling. Feelings can be powerful. They 
also change according to circumstances. 


Love is a much deeper act of the will. 
Love says that I will attempt to keep 
another’s needs as important as my own, 
even if my own needs must temporarily 
be set aside. j 


Love really listens. Love, like listening, 
is a lot of hard work. Love makes the 
effort to understand and hear another’s 
words without judgment. Love offers 
genuine support and compassion as it 
attempts to understand another’s point of 
view. 


Yet love also is willing to challenge 
another, not in the sense of a verbal 


attack, but rather through sharing 
problems, mistakes or attitudes with 
another. Such challenges are given 


tentatively and in the spirit of caring. 
Real love confronts problems. 


Finally, while love focuses you 
outwardly on the needs of others, it does 
not make you forget yourself. You remain 
sensitive to your own needs, goals and 
hopes. Love knows that unless you take 
care of yourself, there will be little to 
share with another. 


These thoughts describe only a few of 
love’s characteristics. Since the question 
is so important to all of us, I want to invite 
you to take some time to think about how 
you would answer the song’s plea, ‘‘I 
want you to show me what love is.”’ 


Share your thoughts with other readers 
by writing to this column. 


Please address correspondence to: Charlie 
Martin, 1218 S. Rotherswood Ave., 


Evansvtlle, Ind. 47714. 


I Want to Know What Love Is 


I got to take a little time 
A little time to think things over 
I better read between the lines 
In case I need it when I’m older. 


Now this mountain I must climb 
Feels like the world upon my shoulders 
Through the clouds I see love shine 
It keeps me warm as life grows older. 


Refrain: 

In my life there’s been heartache and pain 
I don’t know if I can face it again 
Can’t stop now, I’ve traveled so far 
To change this lonely life. 


I want to know what love is 
I want you to show me 
I want to feel what love is 
I know that you can show me. 


I’m gonna take a little-time 
A little time to look around me 
I got nowhere left to hide 
It looks like leve has finally found me. 
Repeat refrain 


Written by: M. Jones 
Sung by: Foreigner 
Copyright (c) 1984 by 
Atlantic Records Corp. 


Diocesan students honored 


SAN DIEGO — Two Catholic school 
students from the diocese have been 
designated as scholars-leaders-athletes by 
the San Diego chapter of the National 
Football Foundation and Hall of Fame. 


Michael Kuhnmuench, a senior at St. 
Augustine High School, and Greg Stein, 
a student at University of San Diego, 
were honored along with 22 other college 
and high school football standouts who 
have exceptional academic and activity 
records at a March 22 awards banquet at 
the San Diego Hilton Hotel. 


A THREE-YEAR letterman in 
football, Kuhnmuench maintained a 
grade point average of 3.34, served as 
student body vice president and on the 
student-parent relations committee at 
Saint Augustine. He plans to attend the 
University of Santa Clara and major in 
mechanical engineering. 


During his four years at USD, Stein 
acheived a 3.65 grade point average. He 
won defensive player of the year honors in 
both 1984 and 1982. He plans to graduate 
in May with a bachelor of arts degree in 
economics and will begin a graduate 
program next year. 


NC photo by Mary Harrison 


GRANDMA'S LOVE — Antoinette Bacon, a member of St. Agnes parish in Green 
Bay, Wis., comforts Rosemary Williams in a day care center. “Grandma Ann,” as 
She is known to the children, is one of 18,000 members nationwide of the Foster 
Grandparents Program, which marks its 20th anniversary this year. 


Diocese blows whistle on Sunday games 


__ By Cori Fugere 
BURLINGTON, Vt. (NC) — Church 
officials in the Burlington diocese have 
blown the whistle on parish-sponsored 
Sunday morning youth basketball games. 


But the debate continued, with some 
proponents ready to forgo parish 
sponsorship to continue the Sunday 
morning games. 


SUPPORTERS SAY Sunday morning 
games take place at convenient times, 
foster family unity and do not get in the 
way of Mass attendance because Saturday 
evening liturgies are available. But 
opponents say that Sunday mornings 
should be reserved for worship and 
religious education. 


‘The parish-sponsored youth games 
have been played at that time for more 
than 20 years, proponents have 
repeatedly noted. But concern about the 
propriety of the games has been growing, 
especially among priests. 


‘NC photo by Mike Okoniewski 


RUSHING THE SEASON — With snow still on the ground, Jeff Marsh and Tommy Doe, both 12, just could not wait to try out 


their new kite at Schiller Hill in Syracuse, 


‘ 


‘aa. 


N.Y. Both boys attend Holy Trinity School in Syracuse. 


N 


The debate led to a November 
statement by the priests’ council of the 
Burlington diocese urging measures be . 
taken to “‘protect, preserve and promote 
the Sunday observance in all its Christian 
ramifications.’’ 


THE DECEMBER 1984 revised 
edition of the basketball rulebook issued 
by the diocesan Office of Youth Ministry 
restated the council’s resolution and said 
that ‘‘at every level, no (basketball) 
games should be played or practices~. 
scheduled on Sunday mornings during 
Mass times.”’ 


But some coaches do not want to 
change the times of the games. League 
officials were checking into ways to juggle 
the schedule next season. 


Bernie Cieplicki, coach of the youth 
team at Christ the King parish in 
Burlington, has suggested that non- 
parish-sponsored teams play on Sunday 
mornings and parish-sponsored teams 
play on Saturdays, thus splitting the 
league. | 

BUT FATHER Francis R. Prive, 
director of the diocesan Office of Youth ., 
Ministry, said he hopes that will not 


- happen because it would hurt the sense of 


parish spirit among the youth. 


“I feel we should be working together 
as Christian followers in a program that 
will boost all of parish ministries,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I don’t think controversy and 
conflict does anything for building ~* 
Christian spirit.’’ 

Katherine R. Decarreau, athletic ° 
director for the Office of Youth Ministry, 
which sponsors the annual youth 
basketball tournament, said she hoped 
something could be worked out. ‘‘We 
reach over 400 kids in the program and I 
find that valuable, but we have to remain 
within the presbyteral council’s 
mandate.”’ 


ALTHOUGH THE tournament , 
games have been played on Sunday 
mornings in past years, they will no 
longer take place at that time. 

The league had hoped to reach a 
decision about Sunday morning regular 
season games or splitting the league by 
the mid-March tournament, but as of 
March 13 the issue had not been settled. 
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Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
March 31, 7 a.m. 

- Channel 39 
Father Christopher Merris 
Celebrant 


ER Re LC Sys AS STS 
Seminar with Father William Mitchell, 
SSCC, national director of Lay Apostles of the 


“*! Sacred Heart, March 28, Our Lady of Grace 


parish, El Cajon. Begins at 9:30 a.m. Details: 
280-6889. 

Lenten Mass and Reconciliation service for 
deaf and hearing Catholics, March 29, 7 p.m., 
St. Mary Magdalene’s youth center. 
Sponsored by diocesan Services for Disabled 
People. More: 260-1019. 

Luncheon and fashion show, ‘‘An Affair 
to Remember,’’ March 30, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
San Diego Hilton Hotel. Sponsored by the 
Austin Guild Parent Group of Saint Augustine 
High School to benefit school’s scholarship 
fund. Tickets and info: 440-4331 or 463-0112. 

Day of recollection and healing Mass with’ 
Fr. Richard Cefalu, March 30, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Vacation Village. Sponsored by Glory 
to God Faith & Prayer Center. Details: 
226-0710. 

Lay Carmelite Lenten retreat day, March 
30, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Little Flower Haven, La 
Mesa. Theme: ‘‘The Suffering Servant.’’ 
Director: Peter Borda. Info: 222-0243. 

Weekend retreat for singles to Camp 


“' Oliver, Descanso, April 12-14. Cost: $25. 


“ 


<, Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 


Sponsored by Catholic Singles Club. 
Reservations due March 30. More: 284-8332 
or 284-1958. 

Singles’ retreat, April 12-14. Theme: 
Creative Encounter with Loneliness. 
Presented by Fr. Douglas Regin. Cost: $25 
(limit of 50). Sponsored by Singles’ 
Coordinating Council. Reservation deadline 
March 30. Info: 231-2828. 

A choral meditation on the Passion, March 
31, 7:30 p.m., Mission San Diego de Alcala. 
Directed: by Gene Regard. More: 278-0021. 

Cookie faire, March 31, 8a.m.-5 p.m., St. 
Mary Star of the Sea parish center, Oceanside. 
Fill a box of. cookies for $5 donation. 
Sponsored by parish altar society to benefit 
vocation awareness fund. Call: 433-2640. 

Vigils for Holy Week, April 1-6, 4-6 p.m., 
fo strengthen ‘‘seamless garment’’ of life 
issues. Sponsored by Peter Maurin Catholic 
Worker. For daily locations, call 231-8020. 

Laughlin bus trip, May 28-30. Sponsored 

“~ by Knights of Columbus Assumption Council 
no. 3368 to benefit Starlight Center for the 
retarded. Cost: $50 for double room. 

Reservations due April 1. Call: 427-8522. 

Healing Mass, St. James Church, Solana 
Beach, 7:30 p.m., April 1. Celebrant: Fr. 
Richard Cefalu. Sponsored by St. James 
Chapter of North American Conference of 
Separated and Divorced Catholics. 

Glory of Easter at Crystal Cathedral, Apnil 
2. Cost: $22. Sponsored by St. Martin’s 
Woman’s Club. Info: 466-5587, 

Mass with healing service, April 2. 7:30 
p.-m., San Luis Rey Mission Church, 
Oceanside. Celebrant: Father Ralph 
Weishaar. Sponsored by San Luis Rey Prayer 
Community. 

.) Holy Week retreat, April 4-6, Mission San 
Luis Rey Retreat. Led by Franciscan Fr. 
Michael Weishaar. Donation: $60. More: 
757-3659. 

A service of shadows, a choral meditation 
on the Passion, April 5, 7:30 p.m., St. 
Michael Church, Poway. Performed by 
combined choirs of Mission San Diego de 
Alcala and St. Michael Church. Details: 
278-0021. 

Shield of Roses program, rosary vigil at Dr. 
Allred’s abortion clinic on Alvarado Rd., 


April 6, 9-10 a.m. Led by Peter Marron. Free 
pregnancy testing, pregancy counseling and 
fertility awareness instruction in mobile 
counseling unit parked adjacent to abortion 
clinic. Info: 466-1507. 

PATRONS, a diocesan organization for 
fellowship and support to separated and 
divorced Catholics, meeting, April 6, 7 p.m. 
Love, by Leo Buscaglia, presented. Discussion 
follows. For directions, call 281-5923 or 
278-8239. 

Easter Sunday monthly Catholic deaf 
community Mass, April 7, 10 a.m., St. Mary 
Magdalene Church. Sponsored by diocesan 
Services for Disabled People. Info: 260-1019. 

South Bay Deanery, Council of Catholic 
Women, meeting, April 8, 10:30 a.m., Sacred 
Heart parish hall, Coronado. Luncheon 
follows, hosted by Sacred Heart Altar and 
Rosary Society. Reservations: 479-7774. 

Crystal Cathedral bus trip for ‘‘Glory of 
Easter,’’ April 9. Cost: $29. Sponsored by 
Regina del Valle, YLI no. 222, to benefit 
meals-on-wheels. Reservations: 442-3869 or 
444-0539. 

Creating Family, a Clayton Barbeau film 
series, St. Therese parish social center, April 
11,18,25 & May 2,9 7:30 p.m. Teens and 
adults welcome. Info: 582-2595. 

Fish fry, April 12, 5-7 p.m., Immaculate 
Conception Church, Old Town. Cost: $3.50, 
Reservations due by April 10. Call: 295-4148. 

Easter potluck supper, April 12, SDSU 
Newman Center, 6:30 p.m. Open to all. For 
food sign up, call 583-9181. 

Spring card party luncheon, April 13, 
noon, St. Didacus School auditiorium. 
Donation: $3.50. Proceeds go to charity. 
Reservations: 582-7348 or 296-2439. 

Discernment of Ministry in the Church, a 
workshop by Spiritual Ministry for Adults, 
April 13, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost: $15, lunch 
provided. Details: 279-9380. 

Pajama Game at Lawrence Welk’s, April 
16. A bus trip with St. Patrick’s seniors. Cost: 
$28, includes buffet and matinee. More: 
282-7109. 

Discernment of Ministry in the Church, a 
process of discovering God’s word for me in 
the situation I am in, April 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Cost: $15 (includes lunch). Sponsored by 
Spiritual Ministry for Adults. More: 
279-9380. 

Fire Rally, a. Catholic alliance of faith, 
intercession, repentance and_ evangelism, 
April 20, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., San Diego Sports 
Arena. Registration: $9 in advance; $11 at the 
door. Presented by the diocesan RENEW 
office, the diocesan Charismatic Renewal 
Center and the diocesan Office of Religious 
Education. Details: 459-3255. 

Anza Borrego Desert State Park visit by 
bus, April 24, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Sponsored by 
Our Mother of Confidence adult center. Cost: 
$14. Reservations: 583-8561 or 231-2828. 

Hearst’s by Amtrak, April 25-27, by Santa 
Sophia TraveLure Club. More: 697-4001. 

Charismatic men’s retreat with 
Augustinian Father Jerry Bevilacqua, April 
26-28 at Hi-Pass Camp. Cost: $33. Info: 
272-0048. 


Fashion Bouquet, May 2, 11 a.m., by St. 
Michael School, Poway, at Rancho Bernardo 
Inn. Cost: $18, includes lunch and fashion 
show. Reservations: 487-7335 or 695-3418. 


Divorced and separated retreat, May 
31-June 2, Mission San Luis Rey Retreat. Led 
by Franciscan Fr. Michael Weishaar. Info: 
757-3659. * 
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Items for this column must be received in 
writing, on official stationery, by noon the 
Friday before publication on Thursday of 
the following week. We can not accept items 
via telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, 
Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, 
Calif., 92138. 


THANK YOU St. Jude for favors Cleaning, Residential and industrial. INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
received. | shall continue to pray to Reasonable. Free estimates. diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
you. D.M.F. 3/28,4/4 References, bonded. James Reese Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
; 619-575-3726 3/28,4/4 prices. No job too small. Day or night 


TFN 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 


days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


oss, March 28, 1985 


THANK YOU dear, dear St. Jude for 
listening to my petition. 
continue to pray to you, b:€. 


— 7 days. 462-8202. Call Eric. 


\ 


THANK YOU Jesus, St. Anthony, St. 
Jude and Infant Jesus of Prague. 
Y.M.V. 3/28 
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Catholic Charities has tall 
agenda for this Congress 


By Liz S. Armstrong 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Motivated 
by ‘‘the good news of the Gospel and the 
scandal of human _ suffering,’’ the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Charities has produced a tall agenda for 
the 99th Congress. 


It wants to ‘“‘humanize and transform 
the social order through changes in our 
social system which strengthen justice and 
charity.”’ 


CATHOLIC CHARITIES already 
has proposed creation of a presidential 
council of social policy advisers to 
monitor the effects of federal social and 
economic policies and provide a forum for 
devising initiatives. 

But a new booklet of legislative 
priorities provides a glimpse of the 
organization’s wide-ranging concerns. 
They include better distribution of 
wealth; opposition to abortion and 
nuclear weapons buildups; saving family 
farms and urban homesteading, backing 
gun control but opposing both capital 
punishment and the building of more 
prisons; and numerous other social justice 
questions. 


Discussing weapons-related issues, 
Catholic Charities says that the ‘military 
and arms buildup’’ threatens peace. 
‘‘The world’s poor are being deprived of 
basic necessities as billions are spent on 
new, more powerful weapons,”’ it adds. 


THE GROUP endorses as well ‘‘a 
bilateral nuclear weapons freeze treaty 
with the Soviet Union,’’ coupled with 
‘reductions in both nuclear and 
conventional weapons.’’ It also backs 
‘‘cessation of construction...of new or 
emerging strategic missile systems and a 
cessation of the deployment of existing 
systems.”’ 


The organization cites abortion in the 
context of family life issues, calling for 
‘constitutional protection to the right to 
life, with appropriate safeguards for the 
life of the unborn child, the total 
continuum of life and the rejection 
of...euthanasia.”’ 


Catholic Charities’ interest in changing 
fiscal policies leads it to suggest reforming 
the ‘‘the tax system to ensure more 
equitable distribution of the gross 
national product and of the nation’s 
wealth.”’ 


AMERICA’S CRIMINAL justice 
systems need some changes, too, Catholic 
Charities indicates. The organization says 
it seeks ‘‘emphasis on reconciliation and 
rehabilitation’? in criminal corrections 
and ‘‘a moratorium on new prison 
construction that would increase our 
capacity to incarcerate.’’ Likewise, it 
favors ‘‘elimination of the death 
penalty...treatment of victims with 
dignity, making (available) restitution, 
and...counseling and other services.”’ 


Moreover, while it urges ‘‘recognition 
of the right of citizens to bear arms,’’ it 
backs ‘‘gun control legislation with 
mandatory gun registration, and the 
banning of the manufacture and 
importation of so-called ‘Saturday Night 
Specials’ (cheap handguns).”’ 

The organization deals with several 
other questions as well: 


e Income Security: 


“ADEQUATE INCOME is a basic 
human right,’’ Catholic Charities says. It 
affirms ‘‘basic federal responsibility for 
income security’ and supports ‘‘policies 
designed to secure full employment while 
preserving the environment.’’ Other 
recommendations are adoption of policies 
‘fencouraging widely distributed 
ownership of agricultural land (and) 
encouraging owner-operated family 
farms’? and ‘‘an increased low-income 
energy program.”’ 


¢ Health Care: 

Believing that ‘‘access to adequate 
health care is a basic human right’’ and 
that health “‘coverage should be 
universal,’’ Catholic Charities says 
Congress should review U.S. health 
programs to ensure ‘‘more equitable 
distribution of health care...”’ 


¢ Immigration: 

Catholic Charities ‘‘advocates a 
comprehensive reform of U.S. laws and 
regulations concerning immigration 
based on our traditional values as a 
church and as a nation of justice, due 
process and the rule of law and our 
history as an open society.” 


OTHER IMMIGRATION 


Related goals are the granting of 
permanent residency status to ‘all 
undocumented immigrants in the 


-country’’ on the day immigration reform 


legislation is enacted, and congressional 
authorization of indefinite voluntary 
departure ‘‘for persons displaced by war, 
civil disturbance or the threat of 
persecution’’ in their homelands. 


e Family Life: 

Catholic Charities proposes 
establishment of a White House Office of 
Family Affairs as an ‘‘advocate for 
legislative initiatives’? and backs ‘“‘a 
family impact statement’’ for federal 
policy proposals. It also supports 
‘Jegislation to lessen the destructive 
impact of job dislocation on families, 
including pre-notification of plant or 
office closings...and incentives to enable 


companies to provide for the relocation of — 


workers and their families....”’ 

e Housing: 

In addition to proposing legislation to 
strengthen the fair housing provisions of 
the Civil Rights Act, Catholic Charities 
supports ‘‘programs to provide housing 
for low-income individuals, families and 
immigrants’’ and for ‘‘the elderly, the 
handicapped and tribal Indians, in a 
decent, humane setting.”’ 


CATHOLIC CHARITIES further 
endorses ‘‘expansion of urban 
homesteading’’ with provisions to 
provide ‘‘low-income residents the 
opportunity to participate in urban 
redevelopment as homeowners.’’ The 
charities’ group also calls for ‘‘effective 
environmental laws and strict safeguards 
on nuclear and chemical waste disposal.’’ 


On the international level, Catholic 
Charities also recommends separating 
U.S. hunger relief policies from politics 
and rejects ‘‘appeals to population control 
as a solution to world hunger.”’ 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 

message. 


QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 
References & insured 

For a free estimate call 
ERICK 226-6275 


Concerned Young Americans, 17-23 
who care about America’s future 
phone 277-7198 for 


FOR SALE: 16 c.f. upright freezer. ° 
Excellent condition, $185. Call Polly 
574-6393 or 272-1895. 


IN THANKSGIVING to St. Jude for 
answering my prayer. H.T. 3/28 
recorded 

TFN 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 


TF 267-2577. 
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San Felipe de Jesus es el primer martir del Japon 


Por Jamie Vidal 
Un caserén en la Ciudad de Méaico en la segunda 
mitad del siglo 16 es la escena.. En el patio rodeado de 
arcadas, aparecen una higuera, seca hace afios y una 
esclava negra sacando agua del pozo. A la sombra de los 
arcos, la sefiora de las Casas trabaja en su costura. 


De pronto la tranquilidad de la tarde se rompe al entrar 
Felipillo, el nifio de la familia, travieso y desordenado con 
un ojo morado que acaba de adquirir en una pelea con los 
chicos del vecindario. Con poco miedo y ninguna 
verguenza — como conoce el coraz6n blando de su madre 

— llega a donde ella y le pide la bendicidn. Su madre 
suspira. ‘‘jAy Felipillo, Dios te haga santo!”’ 


LA ESCLAVA que ha salido mas que una vez la 
victima de las diabluras del muchacho, comenta con tono 
escéptico, ‘‘Felipillo, santo? j|Eso sera cuando la higuera 


vuelva a echar hojas!”’ 
x ok OK 


Pasaron los afios. Segtin el nifio crecfa en edad, crecfan 
también los desordenes de Felipe de las Casas. Ya no eran 
diabluras de nifio travieso, sino cosas mds serias que 
ponian arrugas de preocupacién en la frente de sus 
padres. Sin embargo, no faltaban en su corazén ciertos 
deseos 0 ensuefios de bondad. Un buen dia Felipe 
sorprendié a toda su familia con el anuncio de que queria 
tomar el habito como fraile franciscano. 


Sus padres vieron el cielo abierto, pero en_ las 
celebraciones de la toma de habito entre las felicitaciones 
y los augurios de futura santificacién, la voz de la vieja 
esclava negra ponia una nota de escepticismo, ‘‘;Felipillo, 
santo? jEso sera cuando la higuera del patio vuelva a 
echar hojas!”’ 


LOS HECHOS justificaron el escepticismo de’ la 
esclava. Antes de terminar el afio del noviciado, Felipe 
sintié que su flamante vocacién se desvanecfa. Devolvié el 
habito y el cordén a los superiores y volvid a las andadas. 
Sus padres no sabfan ya qué hacerse. Pensando que, tal 
vez si lo separaran de sus compafieros, el muchacho 
sentarfa cabeza, lo mandaron a Manila en las Filipinas 
donde un tio suyo tenfa intereses comerciales. Manila 
quedaba tan lejos que, si su conducta no mejoraba, al 
menos los reportes no llegarfan a México para empajiar el 
honor de la familia. 


En el siglo 16 Manila tenfa un lugar especial en el 
imperio espanol. Era la ultima y mds lejana colonia cuya 
linica conexidn con el resto del imperio era la nave anual 
que cruzaba el Pacifico hasta el puerto de Acapulco. Pero 
también era e] punto de contacto entre el imperio 


espanol y el lejano oriente. Desde el punto de. vista . 


comercial, esto significaba que, al llegar la nave de 
Manila, todos los comerciantes iban a recibirla en 
Acapulco porque en ella Ilegaban las sedas, especias y 
porcelanas de la China y el Japén. La mercancfa que no 
se quedaba en México, cruzaba a lomo de mula de 
Acapulco a Veracruz. De alli atravesaba el Atlantico para 
venderse en Sevilla y en Madrid donde alcanzaba 
altisimos precios por su rareza. 


La perla de la fe 
La importancia de Manila no era solo comercial. Si los 


comerciantes trataban de vender las sedas del oriente en . 


Espafia, los frailes de los conventos de Manila sofiaban 
con penetrar en la China y el Japon para ofrecer a esos 
pueblos la perla preciosa del Evangelio. 


POR EL momento tenfan que conformarse con sonar. 
La China tenfa una prohibicidn estrictisima contra la 
entrada de cualquier extranjero bajo pena de muerte. La 
misiOn japonesa, aunque muy prometedora, era coto 
cerrado de los jesuitas portugueses, los cuales tenfan por 
método el tratar de impresionar a las clases altas con la 
esperanza de que si los nobles se convertfan, el pueblo los 
seguiria al Bautismo. 


Precisamente para esa época un fraile franciscano, 
Pedro Bautista, habia conseguido que el gobernador de 
las Filipinas lo enviara como embajador ante el gobierno 
japonés. Al amparo de este titulo él y unos pocos 
compafieros habian comenzado una misién en la capital 
del Japon. concentrando su apostolado entre la gente 
pobre y viviendo entre ellos segtin el ejemplo del 
Pobrecillo de Asfs, San Francisco. 


Los franciscanos de las Filipinas pertenecfan a la recién 
fundada reforma de los ‘‘descalzos,’? una rama-de la 
orden que tomaba tan en serio la regla de la pobreza que 
no queria llevar ni atin sandalias y vivian en austeridad. 
Esta sencillez de vida parece que impresion6 a Felipe al 
llegar a Manila porque poco a poco fue sintiendo que su 
vocacion franciscana revivia. Al fin tocé a las puertas del 
convento pidiendo otra vez el habito y el cordén. 


iY ESTA vez persever6! 


Paso el noviciado y Felipe de las Casas, convertido en 
Fray Felipe de Jestis, tomé sus votos solemnes y se 
prepar6 para el sacerdocio. Pasaron varios afios y Fray 
Felipe estaba listo para ordenarse. Pero los superiores 


decidieron que era mejor que se ordenara en_México 


donde su familia podrfa asistir y celebrar con él su 
primera Misa. Asi Fray Felipe, acompafiado de algunos 
otros frailes, embarcé en la nave anual, rumbo a 
Acapulco. 


Pero Dios tenfa otros planes. Al poco salir de Manila, la 


nave se encontr6 con una tormenta espantosa que le 
cambio el rumbo estrell4ndola contra la costa del Japon. 


SEGUN LAS leyes japonesas, el cargamento pasaria a 
ser propiedad del gobierno. Pero los mercaderes de 
Manila tenfan invertida buena parte de su capital en ese 
cargamento y si el gobierno japonés se lo incautaba, 
sufririan pérdidas terribles. 


Obsesionado con esta responsabilidad, el capitan del 
barco arguia desesperadamente por salvar el cargamento. 
Como los japoneses no cedfan, él traté de asustarlos con 
grandes fanfarronadas sobre el poderfo del Rey Felipe II. 
Para afiadir verosimilidad a la amenaza, se le ocurrid 
decir que el Rey de Espafia ya tenfa una ‘‘quinta 
columna’’ dentro del imperio japonés porque al llegar los 
conquistadores espafioles, los frailes y sus cristianos 
nativos se alzarian en favor de ellos. 


Poco se imaginaba el capitan cudnta sangre iba a costar 
esas palabras. El shogun Hideyoshi, conocido por los 
espanioles por su titulo oficial de Taiko-sama, no era 
persona para dejarse intimidar por amenazas. Si el Rey 
de Espafia querfa mandarle otro Cortés o Pizarro a 
conquistarle su tierra, ya descubrirfa que los japoneses 


- estaban hechos de otra pasta que los incas y los aztecas. Si 


era verdad que los misioneros estaban preparando el 


terreno para esa futura conquista, pues, a eliminar a los 
misioneros. 


A la carcel 

ASI, EL 9 de diciembre de 1596, la policfa rodeé el 
pobre convento de los franciscanos y arrests a la 
comunidad junto con los tres monaguillos de 13 afios de 
edad y un buen ntimero de ccristianos japoneses, 
miembros de la Tercera Orden de Franciscanos Seglares 
que no quisieron abandonar a sus frailes. Aunque por el 
momento el gobierno decidid dejar tranquilos a los 


_ Jesuitas, tal vez porque eran portugueses y no espanoles, 


también arrestaron a tres jesuitas japoneses: el P. Pablo 
Miki y dos hermanos lejos. 


Dos meses duré el calvario de los arrestados. Los 
llevaron a la plaza publica y le cortaron una oreja a cada 
uno, mas por la humillacién y deshonra que esto 
implicaba entre los japoneses. Luego, en medio Jc! 
invierno los fueron arrastrando de pueblo en pueblo 
exhibiéndolos a la vergiienza publica hasta llegar a 
Nagasaki, uno de los centros de la cristiandad japonesa 
donde iban a ser martirizados para escarmiento de los 


demas cristianos. 


En la mafiana del 5 de febrero de 1597, una fila de 
cruces se fue alzando_sobre una colina de las afueras de 
Nagasaki. En cada cruz colgaba un seguidor del 
Crucificado amarrado con cadenas y con argolla de metal 
en la garganta para que no pudieran forcejar. Al lado de 
cada cruz esperaba un par de soldados con lanzas para 
alancear a las victimas cuando el juez decidiera que 
habjan dado ya bastante espectaculo al pueblo. 


AL ALZAR las cruces result6 que el Fray Felipe de 
Jestis, le habfan amarrado los pies demasiado bajo y se 


ahogaba con la 
centro de la cruz. Por eso, en un momento de compasion, 


argolla que le agarraba la garganta al 


el juez mand6é a los soldados que lo despacharan 
enseguida antes de los demas. Asf sucedié que la primera 
sangre cristiana en regar el suelo del Japon fue la de un 
mexicano que se encontré allf por casualidad o por 
providencia. Fue disposicién de Dios que estas tierras 
americanas, entonces recién convertidas, fueran ya desde 
el principio ofreciendo sus hijos y su sangre para sembrar 
en nuevas tierras el Evangelio que habfan recibido. 


* * 


La manana del 5 de febrero de 1597 en el caserén de la 
Ciudad de México, la vieja esclava salia al patio para 
sacar agua del pozo como todos los dfas. Pero de pronto, 
al pasar por el lado de la vieja higuera seca, dejé caer el 
cantaro y pego un grito de sorpresa, casi de espanto. Lasy 
ramas secas estaban cubiertas de hojas verdes susurrando 
en la brisa mafianera. Llorando de alegrfa, empezdé a 
correr como una loca por las calles gritando, ‘‘;Mi 
Felipillo es santo ;La higuera ha echado hojas!”’ 


La Iglesia ha unido su voz a la vieja esclava 
proclamando la santidad de Felipe de Jestis y los demas 
martires del Japén. En 1627 fueron beatificados por el 
Papa Urbano VIII y cuentan las historias que la anciana 
madre de Fray Felipe cosidé el hdbito para la primera 
imagen de su hijo que se puso en los altares. En 1862 
fueron canonizados por el Papa Pfo IX. 


EN EL Japon la persecucién segufa con una infinidad 
de cristianos muriendo por Cristo entre torturas 
increfbles. Al fin para impedir la entrada de los 
misioneros, el gobierno japonés prohibid que ningin™ 
extranjero pudiera entrar al imperio dejando el pafs 
totalmente incomunicado por 200 afios. 


Una fe bien arraigada 

Sin ministerio sacerdotal parecia que la cristiandad 
Japonesa se tendrfa que extinguir sin remisién. Pero esa 
cristiandad, regada por la sangre de tantos martires, » 
result6 mas fuerte que el aislamiento forzado. Cuando en 
el siglo 19 el Japén se vio obligado a abrir sus puertas y 
admitir mercaderes, diplomdticos y misioneros europeos, 
un sacerdote francés abrié una iglesita en Nagasaki. 


A los pocos meses, un grupo de japoneses pobres entré 
asi escondidos y comenzé a inspeccionar los altares y los 
santos. El padre, pensando que eran paganos, salid de la 
sacristia a ofrecerles una explicacién de las distintas 
imagenes, pero se encontré que los supuestos paganos se 
arrodillaban a besarle la sotana haciendo la sefial de la 
cruz y repitiendo oraciones en latin. Eran los 
descendientes de los cristianos convertidos en el siglo 164 
que secretamente se habfan transmitido de padre a hijo la 
fe, las oraciones y las tradiciones de la Iglesia junto con la 
esperanza de que algun dia los sacerdotes volverfan y les 
traerfan otra vez la Misa y la Comunion. 


El autor puertorriqueno ensena en la Universidad de Seton Hall, 
South Orange, N_J. 
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‘Miniseries focuses on birth of Church 


N 


By Henry Herx 
NEW YORK (NC) — The growth of 
the early church and the decline of the 
Roman Empire are contrasted in A.D., a 
12-hour miniseries airing on five 
consecutive nights starting Palm Sunday, 
March 31, 8-11 p.m. on NBC. 


This epic dramatization, covering the 
years 30-69, focuses on the birth of the 
Church from the Resurrection to the 
martyrdoms of Peter and Paul. 


IN THIS brief time span, the Church 
turned from its Judaic origins to its 
witnessing among the gentiles. This was a 
turning point in history. Christianity 

«hecame a world religion, a spiritual force 
inspiring the rise of a new civilization on 
the ruins of Rome. 


A. D. sets out to re-create that period as 
accurately as possible. To a large extent, 
it succeeds. 


Beautifully photographed by Ennio 
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Guarnieri, the visuals convey the 
atmosphere of antiquity through large 
city sets of Jerusalem and Rome, the 
rugged coasts and terrain of Tunisia 
(doubling for the entire Mediterranean 
world), the costumes and artifacts — a 
myriad of details all carefully researched 
by a team of historical advisers. 


THE EMPHASIS on history 
distinguishes A.D. from earlier popular 
dramatizations of the same period, such 
as Ben Hur, Quo Vadis and The Sign of 
the Cross. However, A.D. does not escape 
entirely the pitfalls of such movies which 
try to interest viewers in the larger course 
of history by creating imaginary 
characters and inventing language for 
characters actually from history. 


The thread on which the history in 
A.D. is strung is the story of three 
fictional couples: a Jewish Zealot who 
marries the daughter of a Roman senator, 
the Zealot’s sister who marries a Roman 
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ALCARAZ, Helen Wife of Henry P.; mother of Henry Jr. and John 
‘*Bobby’’ Alcaraz, Sylvia Moran, Yolanda Chavez; sister of Jennie Panza 
and Guadalupe Gutierrez; 16 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral Mass: March 15, 1985 at St. Judes Catholic Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


SALDANA, Esther O. Mother of Armond Saldana, Gilbert Saldana, 
Arthur Saldana; sister of Alvera Mozqueda; 2 grandchildren. Funeral 
Mass: March 15, 1985 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


DOBRICH, Maria F. Wife of Valentino Dobrich; mother of Michael 
Perretta, Joan Phillips. Funeral Mass: March 22, 1985 at St. Martin of 


Tours Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


SHERRILLO, Catherine Wife of Nicholas J. Sherrillo; mother of 
Catherine Du Bois, Dominick Sherrillo; sister of Lena Sharamitaro, 
Virgina Ferrero; 6 grandchildren. Funeral Mass: March 22, 1985 at Our 


Lady of Sacred Heart Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


WAGNER, Gustaf Husband of Sara Wagner; father of Christopher and 
Dominique Wagner; brother of Helen Harding. Funeral Mass: March 19, 
1985 at Graveside Holy Cross Cemetery. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


WEBER, Charles Joseph Husband of Mary Weber; father of Kathleen 
Moore and Charles Weber, Jr.; brother of 2 brother.and 2 sisters; 4 
grandchildren. Funeral Mass: March 19, 1985 at Holy Spirit Catholic 


Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


HERNANDEZ, Alphonso Father of Angela Apelman and 5 other 
children; brother of 3 sisters; 18 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren. 
~ Funeral Mass: March 19, 1985 at Goodbody Boulevard Chapel. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


, MASCARENHAS, Anthony Husband of Rita Mascarenhas; father of 
Leonard and Michael; 5 grandchildren. Funeral Mass: March 16, 1985 at 


St. Agnes Church. 
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officer, and an older Jewish couple living 
in Rome who become Christians. 


Too often these characters become 
transparent devices to hold together an 
episodic narrative as it skips from one 
historical event and place to another, 
from Rome to Palestine and points 
between. 


THE SCRIPT, co-authored by 
producer Vincenzo Labella and novelist 
Anthony Burgess, succeeds best with the 
biblical material rather than with the 
excesses of the imperial household which 
the BBC’s J, Claudius had done with 


much more dramatic flair and interest. 


It was a brutalizing age, but director 
Stuart Cooper manages to distance the 
viewer from the sex and violence that are 
part of this record. 


Among the many stars in the cast, 
some have only brief cameo roles and 
others are miscast. But most turn in at 
least serviceable performances. Most 
successful are Colleen Dewhurst’s 
principled noblewoman Antonia, the late 
James Mason’s indecisive Tiberius and 
Richard Kiley’s shadowy Claudius. 


THE MINISERIES’ great strength is 
its faithful rendering of the apostolic age. 
It is best in its re-creation of the Jewish 
context within which the early church 
grew and from which it spread to the non- 
Jewish world. 


It affords a sympathetic view of 
Judaism and the Christian relationship to 
it. The figure of the rabbi Gamaliel (John 
Houseman, in yet another of his 
professorial performances) serves as the 
unheeded voice pleading for tolerance. 

A.D. 
rewarding hours, making appropriate 
television fare for family discussions 
during Holy Week. Religious educators 
might also find it worthwhile to talk about 
with their classes. 


Vatican officials to appear on Today 


NEW YORK (NC) — Vatican officials 
and other Catholic leaders are tentatively 
scheduled to appear on NBC’s Today 
show, which will be broadcast from Rome 
during Holy Week, April 1-5, according 
to NBC officials. 

Cardinal Silvio Oddi, head of the 
Vatican Congregation for Clergy, and 
Cardinal John Krol, archbishop of 
Philadelphia, have agreed to appear on 
the morning news program, according to 
Timothy J. Russert, vice president of 
NBC News. 


CARDINAL KROL was to discuss the 
Second Vatican Council, which ended 20 
years ago. 

Other guests scheduled during the 
week included Archbishop John Foley, 
president of the Pontifical Commission 
for Social Communication; Joaquin 


Navarro-Valls, director of the Vatican 
press office; Msgr. John Magee, papal 
master of ceremonies and secretary to 
three popes; and William Wilson, U.S. 
ambassador to the Vatican. 


Russert said in Rome that NBC also 
plans to tape Pople John Pauls’s private 
morning Mass at the Vatican April 1 and 
broadcast excerpts later in the week. 


RUSSERT SAID requests for 
interviews had been submitted to 
Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, Vatican 
secretary of state; Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, head of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith; and Archbishop Jerome Hamer, 
head of the Vatican Congregation for 
Religious and Secular Institutes. 


As of March 26, NBC had not recieved 
commitments from the three to appear. 


(TRAAAMAAAAAAEAEARAAEAeR Ree Oe Oe Oe ees 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


THE NEW 


1985 | 
Catholic Directory 


FOR THE DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 


A wealth of information in 
one handy. resource book 


¢ Mass Schedule for 
Sundays and Holy Days 


© Lists of Priests, Deacons, 
Sisters and Brothers 
Working in Diocese 


... And Much More 
A limited number of directories are now available. 
To order, use the coupon below. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


1985 CATHOLIC DIRECTORY 


Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 

| enclose check/m.o. for $. : 


c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 


Please send ___ copy(ies) of the 1985 Directory at $8.00 each to: 


Make check payable to Southern Cross. 


a 


¢ Complete Listings 
of Churches, Schools, 
Hospital, etc. 


¢ Official Commissions, 
Offices and Agencies 


offers Christian viewers some- 


Oy 


S BS 


